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VYLSON 


'TO THE HIGH, MIGH-- 


TIE, AND HIS RIGHT GRA- 


CIOVS SOVERAIGNE LADIE, 
THE QVEENES MOST EXCEL- 
LENT-MAIESTIE. 
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maners, and 


{tare of foraine countries, vponreturne ren- 
dretha reckoning of hisrime ſpent by report 
of the fruite and "effed receiued by his1our- 
ney : whereby he gainerh vnto himſelfe the 
credit of knowledge, and giuethvnto the hea- 
rerdirection and comfort of trauell. My ſelfe 


hauing 
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THE EPISTEE 


hauing paſſed the morning tide of my Time 
(w herein I ſhould haue conuerſed with the 


' learned formy berterinſtruction) onely inthe 


vaine diſports and pleaſures of the field : And 
now atthe Sunne ſetting looking back to view 
the benefit receiued thereby, do finde the ſeed 
ofpleaſures to renderno fruit, & ſo by defect 
of learning,inſueththe effe& ofidiencs being 
mcerly nothing. The profite of which experi- 
ence, beſtowed as a remembrance for the ber- 
ter ſortintheir yoonger yeeres, tomingle with 
their pleaſures ſome exerciſe of knowledge & 
learning, may happily produce in themanct- 
fectin future time, wherby to conforme them- 
ſclues nkberable totheir degrees & callings, 
both for the better performance of their du- 
ries vnto the Stare,as alſo for the adminiſtring 
of Iuſtice in the weale publike. For a mag}- 

ſtrate without learning is like vnto an vnskiltul 
phyſition, whomakeththe whole ſick, and cu- 
reth ſeldome the diſeaſed : or rather more fitly 
comparcd with an vnlearncd ſchoolemaiſter, 
who inſteed of inſtruction giueth correCtion. 
For as he ſeldome well ruleth, who hath not 
firſt duly obcied : euen fo rilech he right to 


cenſure, 


oct ed ner; r— ———_ _—_—— 


DEDICATORIE. 
cenſure, who hath notin him to diſcerne be- 
twixtrightand wrong ; the offended, andthe 


offence giuer. As Idlenesisthe mother of ig- 


norance, fois it the nurſe of aſpiring and dif- 


loiall minds. Neither doTinfer heeruponthe 
vnlearned to beill aftected, bur onely the idle 
to be woorſt diſpoſed, And as the qualities of 
Idlenes are diuers , fo are the effects accor- 
dingly ; ſome end inmiſchief,ſom others waſte 
Time without profit, other ſore giue good in- 
ſtru&ion of reformatis: which lait ofthe three, 


isthe whole ſumme ofmy trauel.Forfinding in 


my ſelf the want of thoſe ornaments and good 


partes of learning which are requiſite for the 


honorable, could wiſh others not to feed the 
flower of their yeeres withthe vanities of Idle- 
nes,but to recompence the benefit oftime with 


ſome effe& of knowledge, tothe good ofthe- 


ſclues,as example of theirs. For inthe perfeCti- 
on or type of mans life, the moſt that we know 
is the leaſt part ofthe reſt wherotwe are igno- 
rant, My deceaſed crandfather (moſt gracious 


Soueraign) your Maieſties late officer and ſer- 


uant, being a Preſident vnto his to ſhun Idle- 


nes and to performe their duties withall loial | 


ric 


a edi 
T 
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THE-EPISTLE 


tic & obedience pailed many yeeresin Court, 
_ as wellto manifeſt the humble deſire ofthis du- 


tifull mind towards his Princeſle,as alfo for the 
inſtruction of his poſteritie to hold nothin 

(next vnto the true knowledge and feare of 
God) of like price, as the incſtimable comfort 


of the good opinion and fauour of their Soue- 
: raigne : w herof hoping,and by ſundry aſſured 


experiments finding no leſſe from your Maic- 
ſtierowardes me, as onely proceeding from - 
your Highnes gracious inclination & clemen- 
cic, and not ofany deſert on my part giuing 
cauſe thereot; am thereby the rather embold- 
ned moſt humbly tocraue pardon, as one by 
reaſon of many defe&s vnable toperformthat 
ſcruice whichindefireI with, and induetie ap- 


pertaineth, as chiefly acknowledging my ſelte 


greatly bound vnto your xighnes,inthat your 

Maieſtie moſt graciouſly rendring my long 
ſicknes & weake eſtate of body,would vouch- 
ſafe rolicence my late abſence fro (o ſpeciall a 
cauſe of importance c6cerning the proceding 
againſt thoſe vnnaturall and traiterous parts 


 &practiſes,tending to the deſtruction of your 
Maieſhies ſacred and royall perſon : ſorowing 


the 


DEDICATORIE. 
the aduerſe cuent ofmy health atthar inſtant, 
eſpecially ſuch, as vpon ſo firme an argument 
or token of your Maieſties moſt gracious fa- 
uorand good opinion conceiued, notto bein 
caſe by ſeruice to performe any thing anſwera- 
ble indeſertto the leaſt partof ſo honorable a 
credite & fidelitic repoſed. But (right mightie 
and Soueraigne Lady) like as your Maicltie of 
ſpeciall grace hath hitherto accepted my wil- 
ling and dutifull mind inlieu of ation: Euenfo 
onmy kneeI humbly beſeech the continuance 
of fo gracious fauor,vntil my ſtate of body wil 
permitthe accompliſhment (by ſeruice) otmy 
humble good will and willingnes. And albeit 
my time ſpent hath wroughtno condigne me- 


rite whereuponT ſhould preſume to make this 
humble petition, neither doth there proceed 


therof any effec of gratuitic worthie the view 
or acceptance of your Maieſtic : Andthough 
diſcretion forbiddeth me topreſent your Ma- 
ieſtie withthe fruit ofmy time oaſſed, as 4 re- 
membrance by many degrees inferior and vn- 
fitto be offered to ſo learned and prudent a 
Princefle : yetdurifull good will, not hauing o- 
therwiſe to manifeſt it 7k yponexperience of 

A 1 your 
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THE EPITIST.LE 
your Maicſties former graces, comforteth me 
of your highnes tauourable acceprance. Net- 
ther might I with modeſtic preſume to preſent 

our Maieſtic with ſo mecre a trifle as the ct- 


not woorthily giue it ,though! intruth it be the 
fruitotmy time beſt ſpent, in reſpect ofthe re- 
{idue more vainly paſſed) wereitfothar vpon 
returne of my trauell and tourney taken inthe 
vanities of pleaſures I had to report of better 


. choile of commodinie receined . And bicauſe 


Time requireth me to render an account, (as 
whoſe Idlenes hath been greater than of ſfun- 
dry others) and leaſt my cuill example might 


withdraw the better diſpoſed from the {tudie 


and excrciſe of knowledge, I do confefle my 
errourtherein accordingly as the title of this 
Pamphlet giueth teſtimonie , which appro- 
ching your Maieſties oreſence inſo {imple an 
habite, craucth pardon for ſo bold an attempt, 
as alſo becommeth an humble petitioner to 
be admitted to ſupplie the place of his abſent 
and diſeaſed maſter, who in all humilitie and 
loialtie of hartproſtrateth himſelf at your Ma- 
ieſties etemoll humbly beſceching the con- 


tinuance 


DEDICATORIE. 


tinuance of your Highnes former fauors and 
clemencie, without which, neither he nor his 
ſhall be incaſe to performe ſuch offices as in 
dutie and honor appertaineth. And thus ac- 
knowledging my ſelfe moſt bounden vnto 
. yourright gracious and excellent Maieſtie, 
doe according to dutie beſeech the AL- 
mightie for the long continuance 
of your Maieſties proſperous . 
a Eftate and raignein all 
happines and fe- 


licitie. 


X Tour CMaicTies moi? 
| bumble andltiall ſubieft, 


WINCHESTER. 


[ 


13,544 Nis 


A — * —_ __-_ ———— . 
_—_— > DS 4 = __ 
—_ As A = _ y_ 
cen. of ms __ 


—_— » __ 
l——— _—_ —__ 01 EAA Aer 04 wen 
0 q = 


Tothe 


> >.) QAGR8 H1S worke ts not ntituled ( my good 
ff NE 


frie ndly Readers. 
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7” be ſpoken by antiphraſin, ſo(by your pati- 
ie. &+ ence) [ diſconer no mon#ter. In ſhewing 
[| EYE D ) an vunaturall generation , happily you 
FW NE Auwill imagine that Idlenes can brin 
foorth no good aftion,and therefore an vnkinde iſſue, to be called 
by the name of [dlenes. But I anſwere, though your ſurmiſe or 
_ imagination may engender ſuch a report in the life of the L.Mar- : 
= |: + ques: yet (you ſee )my conception and delivery ſheweth the con- 
118 trarie,inthat I obſerued the former idle time in reading 0 per- 
| uſmg the learned and wiſe, whoſe ſentences and good ſarengs,] ſo 
greatly affetted,that I did not onely reade them,but alſo commit- 
13 h red many of them to writing: which being done onely for my owne 
I recreation and benefite,l aſſure you(good Readers )was earneſtly 
= requeſted by diners my lotng friends to make the ſame more ma- 
 nifeſt to the world,by comitting it to the preſſe. Inwhich doing if I 
hane nether done well nor ſatisfied your expeCtation blame them 
— that prouoked my euulgation,and deceined your hope, and yet for 
'y mine own part I'wil be excuſed by the title of my booke which can 
;\$Þ warrant no more t0 you, than it afoorded to my ſelfe: which ts 
{2H enough: if it keepe you onely from rdlenes,and yet Iwil aſſure you 
ſomething more,for you ſhall heare many ws: learned, and well 
experienced men, which I haue painefully requeited to giue you 
j ſome aduertiſement. And if your fantaſies be not ouer curious or 
229 your minds too ſcornfull, I doubt not but among ſo many variable 
| | bloſſoms,you may happily catch one ſaworing flower, if not thongh 
118  #r ſeemeth to be againit all reaſon , that idlenes can beget ſome 
"8 fruitefull trauell,yet you ſhall ſee a greater miracle which ts, that 
| Thedead lineth. 7meane that they whoſe carcaſes are conſu- 
wed many yeeres ſmce,do now 4s it were, v1ua voce, ſpeake, ad- 
wertiſe , counſell,exhort,and reprooue.l aſſure you,l peruſed them 
to my 0 (mal contentation Js ras onely to b 7 ds" 
c 
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To the friendly Readers. wk 
but alſo tothe end that idlenes might not attach me, whoſe great 
burden of vanities and ſuggetions, doth not onely ſurcharge vs 
with the manifolde heape of /im, but alſo with the lamentable loſſe 
of golden time, for (indeed ) the want of ſome exerciſe bringeth 
Usin _ queition with the world and in hazard of condemnati- 
en,cither tobe barren of knowledpe, or ſlow of wil: for as the ſlan- 
derer his toong cannot be tied ( though he oftentimes vtter fot- 
lies) ſothe will of man ſhould zot be barren, whereby ill toongs 
might be occaſioned to take hold: and to ſaythe truth, as we our 
ſelues efteeme not the knife that ts ruſtie nor account of the trees 
that are fruiteles, ſo we muſt thinke that if men would not ſpeaks - 
ill of our idlenes, wverie T ime it ſelfe paſſing by our doores without 
entertainement would accuſe our life of, Joggifmerar condemne 
our conſciences of contempt, and ſo we may both ſtaine our name, 
blemiſh our creation , and hazard our happie e5tate, that when 
the indge of all indges ſpall beare the crime laide to our charge, 
our conſciences ſhall be aſſured to feele the gilte : therefore the 
great ſtay of mans life requireth labor , firit in þ amy, Gods 
word to know him, ſecondly.in benamg of our endenors for the be- 
nefit of our conntrey Jab of all by looking into our ſelues , and be- 
holding the great filth which moft horribly lieth ſtinking in mans 
life, which for want of purge doth oftentimes ſmell of hypacriſie, 
wngodlines, vucharitablenes, treaſon , dineliſh innenttans and 
wicked prattizes,whereof ſathan hath great ſtore to plant inthe + 
7dell ſolle. Wherfore (my lowing friends) I haue done this for my" 
ſelfe and for you,and ans Fi not ſet it foorth with profound \ 
learning fined phraſes , or eloquent termes , which are expefted/ . 
but of wanton eares, yet [pray you allow of me in mine olde plaine 
faſhion, mm the which if I cannat ta-your contentation make ſuſſici- 
ent ſhewe of mine aſſured gaad will, pardon my preſent weak- 
nes being under the phifitians hands, and [will with 
all my hart wiſh youwell and commend you 
to the moFt higheSF. Baſmg this 
viy. of Nonember. | 


Your louing friend 
| WINCHESTER. 
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Nobilis eſtoliber,quodre, totphiloſophantes 


Tanra,per antiquos, philoſophia bear 
Nobilior multo,quod tandem nobilis heros, 

Marchio Wintoniz, nobilitauir opus, 
Nobilis es genitus znutritusnobilitate es, 


- Er genus Tn nobile, tedecorat. 
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THE LORD MARQVES 


IDEENES 
The beginning of beginnings. 


HE firſt homicide of the world 
was Cain. 

£7 The firſt that diedin the world 
<a WAS eAbel. | 

1087 The firſt that was blind in the 
y 7/4| world was Lamec, as ſome learned 
7A haue collected. 

= W The firſt that builded was Exec 

-f M49<—= 1n the fields of Edon. 

The firſt muſitian was Tabalcain. 

The firſt ſailer was Nee. 

The firſt tyrant was Nemrod. 

The firſt prieſt was Melchiſedec. 

The firſt Duke (as ſome aftirme) was oifer.. 

The firſt that was called by the name of Emperor Was 
Fnlins Caſar. . 

Thales was the firſt that found out the pole called the 
North ſtar to ſaile by : and the firſt that tound out the di- 
uiſion of the yeere,the quantitie of the ſunne and moone : 
and alſo ſaid that ſoules were immorrtall. He would neuer 
marrie for the care to content his wife, and the thought to 
bring vp his children. 

He was asked what God was. Heanſwered; Of all anti- 


A definiti 
quitie God is the moſt ancient thing : for all the ancients of God. _ 


paſt neuer ſawe him take beginning, nor thoſe that ſhall 
come after ſhall neuer ſee hin. haue ending. 
He was asked what thing was molt beautifull. He an- 
B x | lwered; 
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The beginning of beginnings. 
ſwered ; The world, bicauſe no artificiall painting could 
make the like. 

 Againe, what was the greateſt thing. He anſwered; 
Place, wherein all things do ſtand : for the place which 
containeth all muſt needs be greater than all. 

Apaine, he was demanded what knew moſt. He anſwe- 
red; Time : becauſe time was the inuentor of new things, 
and that which reneweth the old. 

What was the lighteſt thing, He anſwered ; The wit of 
man, bicauſe without dangerit paſſed the ſea to diſcouer 
and compas the wholeearth. 

Againe, what was the {trongeſt. He anſwered ; The man 
that 1sin neceſlitie : for neceſſitie reuiueth the vnderſtan- 
ding of the rude, and cauſeth the coward to be hardic in 

erlll. 
: What was the hardeſt thing to know. He anſwered ; For 
a man to know himſelfe : for there ſhould beno contenti- 
ons in the world if man did know himſelfe. 

What was the ſweeteſt thing to obtaine. He anſwered; 
Deſire : fora man reioiceth to remember the paines paſt, 
and to obtaine that which he delireth preſent. 


The life of Philoſophers. 
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AR<g) ter : none amongſt them had an 
{_7® houſe proper : they deſpiſed riches 
& &F as peſtilence : and labored to make 
Sy) _HGYOg } peace where diſcard was : they were 
We onely defenders of the common- 
wealth : they neuer ſpake any idle thing,and it was aſacrt- 
tege among them to heare alie : and finally it was alawin- 
uiolable amongſt them,that the Philoſopher ſhould be ba- 
niſhed that did line idlely : and he that was vicious ſhould 
be put to death. | 


Onely 


The lite of Philoſophers. 3 
Only Eptr«rms gaue himſelfe to a voluptuous and beaſt- 
ly kind of life, wherein he put his whole delite, affirming 
there was no other felicitie for flothfull men , than to 
ſleepe in ſoft beds: for delicate perſons to feele neither 
heate nor cold : for fleſhly men to haue at their pleaſures 
amarous dames : for drunkards not to want any pleaſant 
wine, and the gluttons to haue their fill of all delicate 
meate : for heerein he afhrmed to conſiſt all worldly feli- 


cine. | 


A principalitie of things, 


Hetaſte of all taſts is bread. 
The ſauor of all ſauors is ſalt, 
The loue of all loues is from the father to the child. 


The hiſtories and liues ofpriuate men, 


togither with the report of coun- 
tries and townes. 


X72 Halaris was deformed of face, pur- 0,49, 

&. - blind, and exceeding couetous : ne- 
LQ ucr obferued any thing that he pro- 
\miſed : he was vnthankfull to his 
T& friend, and cruell to his enimy. Fi- 

) B Þy, nally, he was ſuch a one that the ty- Atyrane, 
& rannies that were ſeuerally ſcattered 
in others, in himalone were altogi- 
ther aſſembled : one onely good 
thing was there in him; that he was a fauorer of wiſe men. 
Andin 36. yeeres they neuer found that any man fate at 
the table with him,ſpake vnto hini, or {leptin his bed : nor 
that any man ſaw in his countenanceany mirth, vnleſſe it 
were ſome Philoſophers or ſage men, with whome and to 


 whome he liberally put his bodie 1n truſt. 


Perillus being borne in Athens,and alſo being very excel- perillus, 


lent in mertals,came to Phalarss the tyrant, laying : that he 
B 23 would 


; 
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The liues of priuate men. 


would make ſuch a tormenr, that his hart ſhonld remaine 
reuenged,and the offender well puniſhed. This workman 
made a bull of braſſe , wherein there was a gate by the 
which they putthe oftenderin, and putting fire vnder the 
bull, it rored in maner as it had beenea liue bull, which 
was not onely a horrible and cruell torment to miſerable 
creatures thatendured it,bur alſoit was terrible to him or 
thoſe that ſaw it. Phalarzs theretore ſecing the inuention 
of this torment, whereof the inuentor had hoped great re- 
ward, prouided that the inuentor of the ſame ſhould be 
pr within the bull : and that the cruelty of the rorment 

ould be experimented on none other, {auing in the in- 
uentor : ſhewing himſelfe therein rather a mercitull prince 
than a cruell tyrant. 

Rome that in times paſt was a receit of all the good and 
yertuous, 1s now made a den of all theenes and vicios, I 
feare me leaſt in ſhort time will haue ſome ſudden and 
great fall. 

FOES SP, Cornelia of Rome ſaid; You ſhall ſee 1uſtice corrupted; 
report © : 
Rome long the common wealc oppreſſed; lies blowne abrode; the 


RomCc. 


fince,ard  trath kept vnder; the Satires filent; flatterers open mou- 


found true 


now. thed; the infamed perſons to be Lords, and the paticnt 


— to be ſeruants : and aboue all and woorle than all to ſee 
the euill liue in reſt and contented, and the good troubled 
and defpiled. 


' Diogenes  Ifthou wilt cnioie reſt in thy daies, and keepe thy life 


*cc1ar299% pure and clgane, thou muſt obſerue theſe three things. 

Hon God. Firit honor God : for he that doth not honor himin 
___ allhis enterpriſes ſhall be infortunate. WF 

Bring wpthy — SEcondly,be diligent to bring vp thy children well : for 
children wel. a man hath no cnimie {ſo troubleſome as his owne ſonne, 

it he benot well brought vp. 5) 
Thirdly, be thankfull to thy good benefactors and 
friends : for the man that is vnthankfull, of all the world 
ſhall be abhorred. And the moſt profitable of theſe three 
(although molt troubleſome) is tor a man to bring vp his 


children well. -. 


Gratitude. 


Rome 
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The lives of priuate men. 5 


Rome neuer decaied yntill the ſenate was repleniſhed peeaic of 
with wiſe ſerpents,and deſtitute of ſimple doues. Rome. 

As thou haſt by tyrannie made thy {elte Ladie of Lords: 

ſo by iuſtice thou ſhalt returne to be the ſeruant of ſer- 


Rome. \ 


uants, Why art thou at this day fo deere of merchandile, c 
: and ſocheape of follic ? | 
: IHMarcus to his {choolmaiſter ſaid ; My dutie is to ſee a whootmai- 

that you be good, and your dutic is to trauell that your ->=>p6 


diſciples be not cuill : for yoong men on the one part be- 2 l 
ing cuill inclined, and on theorher emll taught, it 1s im- t X 
poſhible but in the end they ſhould be vicious and defa- 
med : for there is no man {o weake , nor child fo tender, Yi 
but the force which he hath to be vicious, is ynough (if he 
will) to be vertuous. For there is more courage required 
inoneto beeuill, than ſtrength is required in an other to | 
be good : for to the maiſter it 1s greater treaſon toleaue | l 
his ſcholler amongſt vices, than to deliuer a fort into the ; 
hands of enimies : for the one yeeldeth the fort which is 
but of ſtones builded , but the other aduentureth his 

ſonne,which is of his owne bodice begotten, 


Adnerſitie. 


© ea F there could be found any eſtate, 
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7 ny man that hath paſſglthis life _ 
without taſting what aduerſitic was, | 
L-> —Y it ſhould be ſo ſtrange to heare of, 'M 

5J— thar by reaſon both the dead as li- | 


"Im; % 


ON 
1/Y WO” 


f \LMb 


=F- | Br : : 
RO 8 A uing ſhould enuie him. | 
” / IntheendI find, thathe that was yeſterday rich, to mor- miſeriein 
} row is poore : he that was yeſterday whole,is today ſicke ; manlite. = ( 


he that yeſterday laughed, to day weepeth : he that had his 

2 Hhartseaſe, Iſcehim now ſore afflicted : he that was fortu- 

3 nate, 15now ynlugkie : he thatwas yeſterday aliue, is this 

> dayburidinthepraue. | | 
| One 
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Ourward 
mucrecs. 


Inward 
milcries. 


Ralhnes. 


: _ Aduerſmie. 


Onething thereis thatto all men is grienous, and to 
thoſe of vnderſtanding noleſle painfull. Which is, That 


the muſeries of this wicked world are not equally dinided, 


bur that oftentimes the calamities and miſeries of this 
world licth on one mans necke onely : for we areſo vntor- 
tunate , that the world glueth vs pleaſures in ſight and 
troubles in proofe. 

Theſe are the miſeries incident to man. The griefe of 
his children , the aſlaults of his enimies : the oportunitie 
of his wite : the wantonnes of his daughters : fickneſſe in 
his perſon : great loſle of his goods: generall famine in 
the city : cruell plagues in his countrey : extreme cold in 


Winter : no1{ome heate in Sommer : ſorowtul death of his 


friends : the enuious proſperitic of his enimics . Finally, 
man paſleth ſo many miſeries, that ſometimes bewailing 
the wofull life, he defireth the ſweete death . It man hath 


paſſed ſuch things outwardly , what may be ſaide of thoſe 


which he hath ſuffered inwardly : for the trauels which 


the bodie paſlſeth in 50.yeeres, may be well accounted in a 
_ day,but that which the hart ſuffrethin one day cannot be 


counted in an hundred yeeres. 
It 1s not to be denied but that we would account him 


raſhe which with areed would meete one with a ſworde, 


and him for a foole that would put off his ſhooes to walke 


'ypon thornes : ſo without compariſon he ought to be 


elteemed the moſt foole that with his tender fleſh thin- 
kerh to preuaile againſt ſo many euill fortunes:for without 
doubt the man thatis of his bodie delicate,paſſeth his life 
with many miſeries. D” 

The wounded harts oftentimes ytter the Fore which 


they feele without any hope to receiue comfort of that 
- which they defire. 


He isno man borne in- the world but rather a furie 


| bred vp in hell, that can at the ſorrow of another take any 
pleaſure. | 


Ambition, 
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Ambition, 


{ | theirhonor ſpoon and wouen , that their 
&| eſtate with the web of their life in one mo- 
>/4.| ment1s broken. AS 

3 Thedeſire of men conſidered what things 
they procure, and whereunto they aſpire, I maruell not 
though they haue fo few friends; but I much muſe they 
haue no more enimies. In things of weight they marke 
not who hath been their friende, they conſider not that 
they are their neighbors , neither do they regard that they 
are Chriſtians , bur their conſcience laid apart, and hone- 
ſtie ſer aſide, euerie man ſeeketh for himſelfe and his owne 
affaires , though it be to the prejudice of another. 


Capraines and valiantmen. 


> Aptainsthat goto the warres ſhould 
=>, not be cowards , for there is no like 

22 danger tothe common wealth, nor 
) no greater ſlander to the prince, 


F the fhielde which will be firſt to com- 
"© mand and laſt to fight. 

2 Þ2> ASscaptaines ſhould ſhewe them- 
— **ſeluesin the beginning cruell, ſo af- 


ter vitorie had of their enimies , they ſhould ſhew them- 


ſclnes pitifull and meeke. 

That captaine 1s more to be praiſed which winneth 
the harts of his enimies in his tents by good example, 
than he whick getteth the vicoricin the ficld with ſhed- 
ding of blood. 


The ſtoutand noble hart for little fauor ſhewed ynto Fauorenco- 


him,bindeth himſelfeto accompliſh great things, 
He ought to be called valiant that with his life hath won 
honor,and by the {word hath gotten riches. $ 
| What 


j 
[1] 


7 


1T chaunceth often to ambitious men that Carcles of 
in their greateſt ruffe , when they thinke 


Blind that 
they ſce not 


their friend. 


than to commit charge to ſuch in 


rageth for- 
ward. 


Valanr, 
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Riches tor- 
menterh. 
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_ Cauetouſnes,and Couetous men. 
What greater vanitice can there be than that captaines 


they are glo- | TI ' ity ' 
wan) wr for troubling quiet men, deſtroying cities, beating downe 


caſltels, _—_—_ the poore, enriching tyrants, carying a- 
way treaſures, ſhedding of blood, making of widowes, ta- 
king of noble mens liues, ſhould in reward and recom- 
pence be receiued with triumph ? 


Couctouſnes,and Couetous men. 


86 Hat couetouſnes is great which the 
) ſhame of the world doth not op- 


- 


"JS preſſe, neither the feare of death 
i 2 doth caule toceaſle. 


72 The couectous man ſecketh care for 
$3 himſclfe , enuie for his neighbors, 
D ) ſpurs for ſtrangers, baite for theeues, 


Atroubles for his bodie , damnation 


\ for his renowme, vnquiernes for his life, annoiance for his 


friends , occaſion for his enimies , maledicions for his 
name,and long ſutes for his children. 

All naturally deſire rather to abound, than to want, and 
all that which is greatly deſired , with great diligence is 
ſearched, and through great trauell is obtained : and that 


_ thing which by trauell 1s obtained, with loue is poſſeſſed : 


and that which by loue1s poſſeſſed, with as much ſorow is 
loſt, bewailed,and lamented. 

The hart that with couetouſnes is ſet on fire , cannot 
with woods and bowes of riches, but with theearth of the 
grauec be ſatished and quenched. 

God tothe ambitious and couetous harts gaue this for 
a paine,that neither with enough nor with too much they 
ſhould content themſelues. 


Thales being demanded what profite he had that was 


not couctous, he anſwered; Such a one is delivered from 
the torments of his deſire; and beſides that he recouereth 


_. friends for his perſon, for riches torment him bicauſe he 


{pendeth them not. 


Greedic 
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Couectouſhes,and Conetous men. 


Greedie and couetous harts care not though the prince 
ſhutteth vp his harr, ſo that he open his coters ; but noble 
and yaliant men little eſteeme that which they lock vp 
in their cofers , ſo that their harts be opened to their 


friends. 
Periander had in him ſuch liuelines of ſpirite on the one 


ſide, and ſuch couetouſnes of worldly goods on the 0- Gouernor in 


ther ſide, that the Hiſtoriographers are in doubt whe- 
ther was greater the Philoſophte that he taught in the 
ſchooles, or the tyrannie that he vſed in robbing the com- 
mon wealth. | 

I amin doubt which was greater the care that vertuous 
princes had in ſeeking out of Sages to counſell them, or 
the great couectouſnes that others haue at this preſent to 

urchaſe themſclues treaſures. 

Libertic of theſoule, and care of goods in this life, ne- 
uer agree togither. 

The prince which is couetous, 1s ſcarce of capacitie to 
receiue good councell. | 

When couectouſnes groweth, Iuſtice falleth; force and 
violence ruleth; ſnatching raigneth; lecherie 1s at liber- 
tie; the cuill haue power,and the good are oppreſſed. Fi- 
nally, all do retoice to liue to the preiudice of another,and 
cuery man to ſeeke his owne priuate commoditie. 


Whar loue can there be betwixt couetous perſons, ſce- Loue be- 


ing the one dare not ſpend, and the other is neuerſatisfic 
to hoord and heape vp ? 


The hart that 1s ouercome with couetouſnes will not Treafon. 


feare to. commit any treaſon. 
If the couctous man were as greedic of his owne ho- 


nor, as he is deſirous of another mans goods, the little 


worme or moth of couctouſnes would not gnaw the reſt of 


their life , nor the canker of infamie ſhould not deſtroy 
their good name after their death. 


Itis as hard to ſatisfie the hart of a couctous man,as it IS racuiable, 


& + Counſlell 


to dry the water of the ſea. 


tous perſons 
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 Counſell. 


a 7 Otwithſtanding thou being at the 
P. gate of care, reaſon would that ſome 

x ſhould take the clapper to knocke 
| thereat with ſome good counſell:tor 

3p though the raſor be iharpe, yet it 
IB necdeth ſometimes to be whet. I 
meane, though mans vnderitanding 
/ be neuer ſo cleare, yet from time to 
kÞ | time it needeth counſell. Vertuous 
ht! | Verie traj- MEN oftentimes do erre, not bicauſe they would faile, bur 
4 
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# wn 16- pI bicaule the things are ſoeuill of digeſtion that the vertue 
lj beth. * they haue, ſufficeth not to tell them what thing is neceſla- 
/ _ rie for their profite. For the which cauſe it 1s neceſſarie : 
Wl | Aremede. that his will be kindled; his wit fined; his opinion chan- © 
i! 5 ged; his memorie ſharpned; and aboue all now and then, *' 
that he forſake his owne aduiſe and cleaue to the counſell * 
[| of another. I ; 
Wo _ The world at this day is ſo changed from that ir was ©. 
"oh woontto be 1n times paſt, that all hane the audacitie ro 
[ giue counſell, and few haue the wiſedome to recciue it, 7 
[18 If my counſell be woorth receiuing , prooue it; if it * 
My doth harme, leaue it; if it doth good, vic it; for there is *' 
jj no medicine ſo bitter that the ſicke doth refuſe to take, if 
Whit | thereby he thinke he may be healed. * ; 
Ws Anexhorta- Texhort and aduiſe thee that thy youth belecue mine 
mm - age; thine ignorance, my knowledge; thy ſlecpe , my 
it! watch; thy dimnes, my cleernes of ſight; thine imagina- *' 
Wh | tion, my vertue; thy ſuſpicion, mine experience : other- 
| wiſe thou mailt hap to ſee one day thy ſelfe in ſome di- 
WI {treſſe, where {mall time thou ſhalt haue to repent, and 
| none to find remedie. 
Government Tf thou wiltliue, as yoong ; thou muſt goucrne thy ſelfe, 
| as olde. 
Oldage Þ Tf anyold man fall for age; and if thou find a yoong 


deſpiſe the man ſage,defpiſe not his coun(ell:for bees do drawe more 
0 ue % honicout of the tender flowers, than of the hard leaues. 
| | Plato 
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Plato commandeth that in giuing politike counſellitbe 
giuen to them that be in PER , tothe intent that 
they decay not : and to them that be in heauines and 
trouble,to the intent that they deſpaire nor. 

Happie is that common wealth, and fortunate is that 
prince that is Lord of yoong men to trauell, and ancient 
perſons to counſell. Manie things are cured in time,which 
reaſon afterward cannot helpe. 

No mortall man take he neuer ſo good heede to his 


works, nor reaſon ſo well in his deſires; but that he deſer- 


ueth ſome chaſtiſement for ſome cauſe, or counſell in his 
doings. ; 

The examples of the dead do profit good men more to 
live well, than the counſcll of the wicked prouoketh the 
liuing to live euil], | 

Men ought not in any thing to take ſo great care, as in 
ſeeking of counſell and counſellers : for the proſperous 
times cannot be maintained,nor the multitude of enimies 
reliſted,if it be not by wiſe and graue counſellers. 

Thales being demanded what a man ſhould dotoliue $penqas 
yprightly, he anſwered; To take that counſell for himſelfe that _ 
which he giueth to another : for the vndoing of all men is, themſclues 
that they haueplenrie of coun(c!] for others, and want for bank 
themſelues. | |” 

He ſhall neuer gine to his prince: good nor profitable Note 
counſell, which by that counſcll intendeth to haue ſome 
proper intereſt. be 

He is not counted ſage that hath turned the leaues of 
manie bookes : but he which knoweth and can gue good 
and wholſome counſell.| 

eAnachar/is (aid; Thou ſhalt promiſe me norto beim- <,,,,.;vn 
portune with me to receiue any thing of thee : for the day tobe fhun- 
thou ſhalt corrupt me with gifts, itis neceſſarie thatI cor- "© 
rupt thee with euill counſell, E 

It 1s eaſie to ſpeake well, and hard to worke well : for 


_ is nothing in the world better cheape than coun- 
ell.: | 


'S $ By 


Counſell. 


By the counſel! of wiſe men that thing is kept and main- 
tained, which by the ſtrength of valiant men is gotten. 
Ripe counſels proceed not from the man that hath tra- 
uelledinto many countries, but from him that hath felt 
himſelte in manie dangers. 
1. It 1s impoſſible that there ſhould any miſfortune hap- 
ell auoiderh PEN Whereas ripe counſellis. 


, miſhap. '. Togiue counſel! to the wiſe man, 1t 1s either ſuperflu- 


| One wiſcto 


| counſellan OUS, Or commeth of preſum tion though it betrue : yet TI 


omer. fayinlikemaner, that the diamond bing ſet in gold loo- 
ſeth not his vertue, but rather increaſeth in price : {othe 
 wiſerthata man is, ſo much the more he ought to knowe 
 anddclirethe opinion of others, certainly he thatdoth ſo 
cannot erre : for no mans owne counſell aboundeth ſo 
much, but that he necederh the counſcll and opinion of 
others. 
We ordaine that none be ſo hardie to giue counſell, vn- 
lefle therewith he giue remedie : for to the troubled hart 
words comfort little, when in them there is no remedie. 
Womens The woman 1s hardic that dare glue counſelltoa man 
counſell, and he more bold that taketh it of a woman : but I ſay he 
pr mean isafooletharttaketh it; and he is a more foole that asketh 
common It; but he1 moſt toole that tulflleth it. 


Þrt, 

Children and youth. 
FEY PRE T is better to leaue vnto children good doc- 
mherirance, EY trine whereby they may liue, than cuill ri- 


» ches wherby they may periſh. And the cauſe 
51s that many mens children haue beene 
4 through the hope they had to inherit their 
=> fathers goods, vndone, and afterward gone 
2 Janciog ig after vices : for they ſcldome do any woorthic 
feates,which in their youth inherit great treaſures. 
-It is better to haue children poore and yertuous, than 
. rich and vicious. 
| To bepooreor ſick is notthe greateſt miſerie,neither - 
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Childrenand youth. I} 


be whole and rich is the chiefeſt felicitie : for there is no a great feli- 
ſuch felicitie to fathers to ſee their children yertuous. — 

It is an honor to the countrie that fathers haue ſuch yermous | 
children that will take profit with their counſell : and con- <bildren. 
trariwiſe, that the children haue ſuch fathers as can giue it 
them. 

The father ought to deſire his ſonne only in this cauſe, 
that in his age he may ſuſtaine his life in honor : and that 
after his death he may cauſe his fame to lite. If not for pury ofchu 
this, at the leaſt he ought to defire him, that in hisage he ven. 
may ' honor his hoare head,and that after his death he may 

inherit his goods. But we ce tew do this in theſe daies,cx- 
cept they be taught of their parents the ſamein youth : 
for the truit doth neuer grow inthe haruelt, vnleſſe the 
tree doth beare bloſſoms 1n the ſpring. 

Too much libertie in youth 1s no other but a prophe- Liberti is 
ſic,and manifeſt token of diſobedience in age. [FR 

Itisa griefe toſce,and a monſtrous thing to declare the Parers great 
cares which the fathers take to gather riches, and the dili- cre queky 
gence that children haue to ſpend them. 

There can be nothing more vniuſt, than that the yong 
and vicious ſonne ſhould rake his pleaſure of the _ of 
the aged father. 

The father that inſtru&eth not hisſonne invertuein his 
youth,is lefle blameworthie it he be diſobedient in age. 

Itisa good token when youth betore they know vices, 
haue beene accuttomed to practiſe verrue. 

It 1s pitiful] to ſce, and lamentable to beholdayoong ..._.... 
child how the blood doth {tir him; the fleſh prouoke him in children, 
to accompliſh his deſires; to ſee ſenſualitie go before, and 
he himſelte ro come Te the malicious world to 


watch him; and how the diuell doth tempt him; and vi- 
ces blind him; and in all that 1s ſpoken to ice the father ſo 
negligent, as if he had nochildren-: where indeede the old 
man by the few vertues that he had in his youth might 

_ eaſily haue knowen the infirmities, as yices wherewith his 
ſonne was compalſled. 
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 Ifrheexpert had ncuer been ignorant ; if the fathers 
had neuer been children; it the vertuous had neuer been 
vicious; if the fine wits had neuer been decceiued; it had 
been no maruell though fathers were negligent to bring 
yp their children. 

Little experience excuſeth men of great offences; but 
ſince thou arr a father,and firſt a ſonne; ſince thou art old, 
and haſt been yoong : and beſides all this, pride hath in- 
flamed thee; lechery hath burned thee; wrath hath woun- 
ded thee; negligence hath hindered thee, and gluttonie 
ſurfeited thee : tell me ſince ſo many vices hath raigned in 
thee, why haſt thou notan eie to the childe of thine owne 
blood begotten ? 

'Itis impoſiible that the childe which with many vices 
1s aſlaulted , and notſuccored , butin the ende he ſhould 
beinfamed : and to the dilbonor of the father moſt wic- 

kediy ouercome. | 
Iris notpoſlible to keepe meate well ſauored, ynleſle it 
be firit ſalted : it is impoſſible that fiſh ſhould liue without 
water : it is not ynlikely,but the roſe which 1s ouergrowen 
with the thorne ſhould wither : ſo is it impoſſible that fa- 
thers ſhould haue any comfort in their children, vnleſle 
_ theyinſtrud them in vertue in their youth. 

The Lydes ordained a law , that if a father had manie 
children,thatthe moſt yertuous ſhould inherite the goods 
and riches,and if they be victous no one toinherit: for the 
goods on with trauell of vertuous fathers ought not 
by reaſon to be inherited with vicious children. 

I do not maruell that the children of princes and great 
Lords be adulterers, and bellie gods : for that on the one 
part youth is the mother of idlenes, and on the other little 
experience is the cauſe of great offences: and which more 
1s,the fathers being dead, the children inherite the fathers 
goods being with vices loden, as if they were with vertues 
endued. w 

The inſtructors and teachers of youth ought to be in- 
tormed what vices or yertues tlicir children are moſt incli- 
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ned ynto, and this oughtalſo to be to incourage them in 
that that is good , and contrarie to reprooue them in all 
that 1s emll, | 
The more a man giueth a noble mans ſonne the bridle, 
the more hard it1s for them to recelue good doctrine. 
eAuguftus the Emperor ſaid to the ſenate : It my chil- 
dren will be good , they ſhall fir heerafter where I donow: 
but if they be cuill I will not their vices be reuerenced of 
the ſenators : for the authoritie and grauitie of the good 
wax to be imploied in the ſeruice of thoſe that be 
wicked. 
What a thing itis to ce the ſonne of a laborer, their pjigerence 
coate without points; their ſhirt torne; their feete bare; bervixrthe 
| the head without a cap; the bodie without a girdle in fanne and. 
; ſommer withour a hat; in winter without a cloke; ea- *berich. 
: ting courſe bread ; lieng on {traw oron theearth : and in 
1 this ſtate ſo well giuen and vertuous, that diuers do wiſh 
7 to haue ſuch a ſonne. 
On the other ſide , to behold 'noble mens ſonnes 
brought vp and nouriſhed betweene Hollande ſheetes 
laide in a coſtly cradle, ſhaped after the new faſhion; they 
2iue the nurſe what ſhe will deſire; if perchance the childe 
be ſicke they change the nurſe, or appoint hima diet; the 
father and mother ſo carefull and diligent, that they ſleep 
neither night nor day : all the houſe watcheth : eateth no- 
thing but the broth of chickens; asketh nothing butir 1s 
giuen him immediately. It is a world to ſee the waſte that 
a vaine man maketh in bringing vp his childe; ſpecially if 
; he bea man ſomewhat aged, and that hath at his defire 
] a childe borne : he ceaſeth not to ſpend ſo much of his 
; goods 1n bringing vp of him wantonly while heis yoong, 
that oftentimes he wanteth to marrie him when he com- 
meth to age. | 
The poore bringeth vp his children without the pre- 
iudice of the rich,and to the profite of the common welth; 
but the rich bringeth vp his children with the ſweate of 
the poore,and to the dammage of the common welth : it 
1s 
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isreaſon therfore that the Wolfe that deuoureth ys ſhould 

dic,and the ſheepe which clotheth vs ſhould liue. 
Negligence Ofrentimes parents for tendernes will not haue their 
- wires children brought vp in learning; ſayeng , there is timei- 
nough & leiſure to betaught. And further to excuſe their 
|  - error, they afftirmeifrhe child ſhould be chaſtned,it would 
| make him both ſicke and fooliſh. But what is theirende, 
they become {landerous to the comon wealth : infamous 
& diſobedient to their parents : ſo euillin conditions : ſo 
light & vnaduiſed in behauior : ſo vynmeet for knowledge: 
ſo inclinedtolies : ſo enuying the truth , that their fathers 
would not only haue puniſhed them with ſharpe corre&is, 
ll. bur alſo would reioice to haue them buried out of the way. 


doth eaſily deſtroy it: ſo whilſt the child is yongit he haue 
nota goodrutor, he is eaſily deceined with the world. 

It is impoſſible that in any citie there be a good com- 
mon wealth, except they be caretull for the well bringing 
yp of children. | 

winks: The cauſe is the couetouſnes of the maſter, who ſuffreth 
noblemens their pupils to run at their owne wils when they be yoong, 
cnnrena* totheende to win their harts when they be olde, ſo thar 


f £31] their extreme couetoulnes cauſeth rich and good mens 
ſonnes to be euill and vicious. or 

i Durieofpa- 4 The father is bound no more towards his childe but to 
j! rents, baniſh him from his pleaſures, and to giue him yertuous 
Y | maſters. : 


j  _ Allthevertuestharyoong men dolearne,doth not them 
ſo much profite, as one onely vice doth them hurt if they 
do thereto conſent. 

f on Children ought not to vſc any paſtime except there be 
il youth, CTherein contained ſome commendable exerciſe : for if in 
T1 youth he dare play a point,it is to be feared when he com- 
"if meth to yeeres he will play his coate. 

if Play is not forbidden yoong children for the money 
| that they loſe, but for the vices they win thercat,and cor- 
rupt maners which therot they learne. 


- 


Of 


Whileſt the Palme tree is but yoong and little, a froſt 
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_ Of Death, 17 

Of yoong menlight and vnconſtant ,commeth often, . 
times an old man fond and ynthritftie : of too hardie com- inyouthis 
meth rebellious and ſeditious perſons : and of ynſhame- <b<din 
faſtnes,flanderous perſons, a 
!  Whatauaileth children tobe faire of countenance; well 
diſpoſed of bodie; liuely of ſpirite; white of skin; to haue 
yealow haires; to be eloquent intalking; profound in (ci- 
ence : if with all theſe that nature giueth them they be 
bold in that they do,and ſhameles 1n that they ſay ? 


[ Senſualitic and euill inclination of the wanton childe, genalicic 
: ought to beremedied by the wiſedome of the chaſte ma- remedied. | 
| ſter. 


The trees that bud and caſt leaues before the time 
5 come, hope is neuer to cate of their fruit in ſeaſon:ſo when 
4 children haunt the viceof the fleſh whileſt they be yoong, 

there is ſmall hope of goodnes to be wolkit in them 
when they be olde-: for the older they waxe,the riper be 


4 their vices. 
4 Maſters would corre& the childe , but fathers and mo- 
?  thersforbid them. Little auaileth one topricke the horſe 


3 withtheſpur,when he thatſitteth ypon him holdeth back 
4 with the bridle. | 


b Of Death. 


= If we would;conſider the corruption 
A wherof weare made; the filth wher- 
a3 of weareengendred; the infinit tra- 
| uell whereunto we are borne; the 
3 long tediouſnes wherewith we are 
” nouriſhed; the great neceſlities and 
£ ſuſpitions wherin we liue;and aboue 
x& all the great perill wherein we die; we 
"Y finde a thouſand occaſions to wiſh 


death, and not one to deſire life. 
The excellencie of the ſoulelaide aſide, and the m__ 
which we haue of eternall lite, if man do compare the 
Dx. cap- 


| 


EG Ni, 


br ER 


Cn 


— 


Of Death, 


captiuitie of men to the libertie of beaſts: with reaſon we 
may {ce that. the beaſts doliuea peaceable life, and that 
La which man doth lead,is but along death. 
| re,  Thadratherchuſc an vnfortunate life and an honorable 
i life, death,than an infamous death and an honorable life. 
\_- That man which will beaccounted'for a good man, & 
not noted for a bruit beaſt, ought greatly to trauell to 
live well, and much more to die better : for that euill 
death maketh men doubt that the life hath not been 
good, andthe good death is an excuſe of an cuill life. 
The dead do reſt in a ſure hauen, and wee faile as yet 
F | inraging ſcas. - | 
ſ: If the death of men were as beaſts,that is to wit,that 
4 there were no furies nor diuels to torment them, & that 
il God ſhould not reward the good : yet we ought to be 
ll comforted toſce our friends die if it were for none other 
Ii cauſe, but to ſee them deliuered from the thraldome of 
| this miſerable world. 7a 
The pleaſure that the Pilote hath to be in a ſure ha- 
uen; the glory that the captaine hath to ſec the day of 
vicoric ; thereſt that the traueller hath to ſee his 1torney 
ended ; the contentation that the workman hath to ſce 
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dead,ſceeing themſelues out of this miſerable lite. 


ſhould ment them when we ſee them die : but ſince it 1s truth 
mou that they are borne todie, we ought not to lament thoſe 
which die quickly : but thoſe which liue long, fince thou 
knowelt he 1s in place where there is no ſorrow but 
mirth ; where there is no paine but caſe; where he wee- 
| peth not bur laugheth ; where he ſigheth not bur {in- 
geth; where he hath no {orowes but pleaſures ; where he 
eareth not cruel death bur enioyeth perpetual life. 
_ The true widdowe ought to hauc hir conuerſation a- 
mong the liuing,and hir deſireto be with the dead. 
Death is the true refuge ; the perfite health; the ſure 
haven; the whole vicoric ; finally after death we haue 
Ei nothing 


his worke come to perfection ; all the ſame haue the 


Whomwe Jt men were born alwates to liue, it were reaſon to la- 


Of Death. 19 
nothing to bewaile,and much leſſeto deſire. 
Death is adifſolution of the body; a terrorto therich; , ,....... 
a deſire of the poore; a thing inheritable; a pilgrimage of death. 
yncertaine; a theefe of man; a kind of {leeping;a ſhadow of 
life; a ſeparatio of the liuing ; a company of the dead; a re- 
ſolution of all;a reſt of trauels;& the end of all idle deſires. 
If any dammage or feare be in him who dieth, it is ra- 
ther for the vice he hath commitred,than feare of death. 
There is no prince nor knight, rich nor poore, whole 
nor ſicke, luckie nor ynluckie, with their yocations con- 
_ tented , ſauce onely the dead which are intheir graues at 
reſt and peace. | | 
If in youtha man liue well, and in age ſtudie to die 
well, and his life hath been honeſt; his hope is thatdeath 
will be ioyfull : and although he hath had ſorow toliue, 
he is ſure he ſhall hauenopaine todie. 
This equal iuſtice is diſtributed to all, thatin the ſame 
place where we haue deſerucd life, in the ſame we ſhal be 
aſſured of death. 
Cato being praiſedof the Romanes for his courage at 
his death ; laughed : they demanded the cauſe why he 
laughed ; he anſwered, Ye maruellat that I laugh, and I | 
laugh at that you maruell : for the perils and trauels con- my; 
ſidered wherein weliuec, and the ſatetic wherein we die, 
it is no more needfull to haue yertue and ſtrength to 
liue,than courage to die. | | 
Weſee ſhamefaſt and vertuous perſons ſuffer hunger, 
cold,thirſt, trauel, pouertie, inconuenience, ſorow, enmi- 
ties and miſhaps, of the which things we were better to 
ſee the end in one day;than toſuffer them euery hower : 
for it is lefſe euill to ſuffer an honeſt death , than toen- 
dureamiſerable life. | 
The day when weare born, is the beginning of death; 
and the day wherein we die,is the beginning of life. 
If death be no other but an ending of life, and that 
whiles we liue we carrie death; then reaſon perſwadeth 


An excel- 


vs to thinke that our infancie dieth, our childhood dieth, jc,crcawa, 
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An excellent Our manhood dieth,and our age ſhall die; wherof we may 
reaſon. conclude that we aredieng euery yeere, cuery day, eucrie 
houre,and cuery moment. 

Diuers vaine men are comeinto ſo great follies,that for 
feare of death they procure to haſten death. Hauing ther- 
of due conſideration, me ſcemeth that we ought not great- 
ly to loue lite,nor with def] peration to {ecke death: for the 
ſtrong and valiant man 0 _ not to h..ue liteſo long as. 
it laſteth,norto be diſpleaſed with death when it cometh. 
Inſuch ſort therefore ought men to luue as if within an 
houre after they ſhould die. 

If we trauell by long waies and want any thing, we bor- 
row of our companie; "if they haue forgotten ought , they 
returne to ſeeke it at their lodging,orelſe they write vnto 
their friends aletter : but if we once die, they will not let 
vs returne againe,we cannot, and they will not agree that 
we (hall write, bur ſuch as they ſhall finde vs, ſo ſhall we be 
' tudged; and that which is moſt fearefull of all, the execu- 
tion and ſentences g1uen in one day. 

Let not men leaue that vndone till after their death, 
which they may do during their lite; nor truſt in thar they 
command,but in rhat they do whileſt they live; norin the 
good woorks of another, butintheir owne good deeds : 
for in theende one ſigh ſhall be more woorth, than all the 
friends of he world. I exhort therefore all wiſe and vertu- 
ous men,and alſo my ſelte with them, thatin ſuch ſort we 
live that} inthe end we liue for cuer. 

' Thoſethar viſite the ſicke ,ought to perſwade them that 


Good coun- 
fl ORR ſell azthe "they make their teſtaments, confeſſe their ſins, diſcharge 
"8 wour-ot their conſcience, receiue rhe ſacraments , and reconcile 


themſclues to their enimies. 
Manie in our life time do gape after our goods,and fewe 
at our death are ſorie for our offences. 

The wiſe and ſage before nature compelleth them to die, 
of their owne wils ought to die; that is to ſay, before they 
ſee or feele the pangs of death they —_— ew confciences 
read! ie CE. 
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Of Death, b 21 


What loſeth a wiſe man to haue his will well ordained; 
what loſeth he of his credite , who in his life time reſto- 
reth, which at his death he ſhall be conſtrained to render ? 
Wherein may a man ſhew his wiſedome more, than wil- 
lingly to be diſcharged of that which otherwiſe by pro- 
cefle they will take from him ? | 

How many Lords which for not ſpending one day about The incon- 
their teſtament, haue cauſed their heires all the dayes of peniences 
their life after to be in trauerſe in the law,ſo that in ſuppo- king awiſc 
* fingtohaueleft them wealthie, haue left them butartor- 
 neisinthelaw? 

E The true chriſtian and vnfained ought euery mornin 
ſo to diſpoſe his goods and corre his lite, as if he ſhoul 
dic the ſame night, and ſo to commit himſelte to God at 
night,as it he hoped forno life vntill the morning. 

Princes and Lords ought to be perfe& before they be 
perfe&; to end before they end; to die before they die 
to be mortified before they be mortified : if they do this, 
they ſhall as eaſily leaue their lite, as if they changed from 
one houſe to another. 

The moſt part of men delight to talke with leiſure; to 
drinke with leiſure ; to cate with leiſure ; and to {leepe 
with leiſure; burtthey die in haſte : for we ſee them ſend 

 fortheir ghoſtlic father in haſte; to receiue the ſacrament 
in haſte; ro make their wils by force; to vſe conference {o 
out of ſeaſon, that oftentimes the ſicke hath loſt his ſen- 
ſes, and giuen vp the ghoſt before any thing be perfectly 
ordered. 

What auaileth the ſhipmaiſter after the ſhip is ſunke 
what do weapons auaile after the battell is Jowny what 
pleaſure after men are dead? likewiſe what auaileth the 

2 godlicinſtrucor when the ſicke is heauie and bereft of his 
2» ſenſes; or to ynlocke his conſcience, when the key of his 
= toong1sloſt ? | 

* TLetvsnotdeceiueour ſclues,thinking in agetoamend, 

| andto makereſtitution at our death: for it is notthe point 
of wiſe men,nor of good Chriſtians to deſire ſo much time 


to 


22 Of Death. 


to offend, and yet will neuer ſpic any time toamend. 
Would to God that the third part of time which men do 
occupie1n ſinne were imploied about the meditation of 
death; and the cares which they haue to accompliſh their 
_ fleſhlieluſts were ſpent in bewailing their filthie Games: 
All worldlings do willingly finne vpon hope onely in 


age toamend, and at death to repent : but they that in 


this hope ſinne, what certaintic haue they of amendment, 
and aflurance to hauc long warning ere they die, ith in 
number there are more yong than old which die ? 

Repentance, The omnipotencie of the diuine mercie conſidered the 
ſpace of an houre ſufficeth, yea too much to repent vs of 
our wicked life : but yet I counſell all, fith the ſinner for 
his repentance taketh but one hower, that it be not the 
hower too late. 


Repearance. The ſighes and repentance which proceedeth from the 
bottome of the hart, do penetrate the high heauens : but 


thoſe which come of neceſſitie do not pearce the ſeeling 
ofthe houſe. 
_ Whatwrong doth God offer vnto vs when he calleth vs 
The venefire away : ſeeing from an old decaicd houſe he is to change vs 
toa new builded pallace ? | 
Thegraue, What other thing is the graue but a ſtrong fort, where- 
in we ſhut our (clues from the aſſaults of life, and broiles of 
fortune : for we ought to be more deſirous of that we find 
in death, than of that we leaue in life, 
Twothings cauſe men loth to die : the loue they haue 
to that they leaue, orelſe the feare of that they deſerue. 
Now I enter into the field , not where of the wilde 
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beaſts ſhall be aſſaulted: but of the hungrie woorms de- | 


_uoured. 


We ought not to lament the death allotred, but the life | 


that is wicked : that man 1s very ſimple that dreadeth 
death, for feare toloſe the pleaſures of life. 


There is nothing that ſhorteneth more the life of man, | 


than vaine hope and idle thoughts. 


The great eſtimation that we haue of this life cauſeth | 
or that | 


Diſcord, Enimitie,and Variance. 23 


” thatdeathſcemeth toys ſudden, and that the life is ouer- 
* trakenby vnwariedeath, but this is a praKiſe of the chil- 
dren of vanitie : for that by the will of God death viſiteth 
vs,and againſt the will of man life forſaketh vs. 

To the {tout harts and tine wits this 1s a continuall tor- 
ment and endleſſe paine, and a woorme that alwaie gna- 
weth,to call ro mind that he muſt loſe the ioifull ifewhich 
he ſo entirely loued, and taſte the feartull death that he ſo 
greatly abhorred. * | 

O curſed & wicked world, thou that ſuffereſt things ne- 
uer to remaine in one ſtate | for whe weare in moſt proſpe- 

Z ritie,then thou with death doſt perſecute ys moſt cruelly. 

Death is a patrimonie which ſucceſſively is inherited ; 
bur life is a right which daily is ſurrendred : for death ac- 
counteth vs ſo, much his owne, that oftentimes ynwares he 
commeth to aflaultvs : and lite taketh vs ſuch ſtrangers, 
that oftentimes we not doubting thereof vaniſheth away. 

When death hath done hir office, what difference is 
3} there betweene the faire and the fowle in the graue ? | 
i The man which 1s loden with yeeres; tormented with ypycn death 
> diſeaſes; purſued with enimies; forgotten of his friends; *5:9bedefe 
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' viſited with miſhaps; charged with euill will and pouertie, *** 
? isnotto demandlong lite, but rather to imbrace death. 
# Death is that from whence youth cannot flic a foot, and 
2 from whenceage cannot eſcape on horſebacke. 
; Diſcord, Enimitie, and Variance. 
. | YIS@PAE IO thatwecan fee, heare, or tra- 


& uell, and all that we can do, wedid 
neuer ſce nor heare tell of men that 
4, haue lacked enimues. For either they 
E7 be vicious or vertuous: and if they 
a be vicious and euill, they are hated 
« of the yertuous; if they be good and 
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Emge;'" 
In great armies the diſcord that among them ariſe doth 

more harme,than the enimies againſt whome they fight. 
Manie vaine men do raiſe difſentions and quarrels a- 

mong people, thinking that in troubled water they ſhould 


- augment theireſtate, whereas in ſhort ſpace they do not 
onely loſe their hope of that they ſought, bur are put out 


1:/poſeſled. of that they poſſeſied. For it is not onely reaſonable, but 


alſo moſt inſt, that they by experience feele that, which 
their blind malice will not ſuffer them to knowe. 


Enwe. 


>A Gainſt enuieisno fortreſle, nor caue 
'(@r5 to hide, nor high hill to mount on, 
Za (6/) nor thicke wood to ſhadow in, nor 
#Xx—>& (hip to ſcape in, nor horſe to beare 
SqNgaway,nor moniec to redeeme vs. 
© Enuie 1s ſo yvenemous a ſerpent, 
Js that there was neuer mortall man a- 
| ST mong mortals that could ſcape from 
the biting of hir tooth; the ſcratching of hir nailes; defi- 
ling ofhir feete; and the caſting of hir poiſon. 

Enuie is ſo enuious, that tothem which of hir are moſt 
denied and ſet fartheſt off, ſhe giueth moſt cruell ſtrokes 
with hir feete. £ 

The maladie of enuie rankleth to death, and the medi- 
cine that is applicd will not aſſure lite. 

I cannot determine which is the beſt, or to ſay more 
properly, which is the woorſt; extreme miſerie without 
the danger of fortune, or extreme proſperitie that 1s al- 
waies threatened to fall. 4, 

I had rather mineenimies had enuie at my proſperitie, 
than my friends at my pouertie, 

Itis hard to giue a remedie againſt enuic, ſith all the 
world is full thereof. 
We ſee that we be the ſons of enuie,& we liue with enuie, 
& he that leaucth moſt riches, leaueth the greateſt om 
The 
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Euill and wicked men,withtheir vices. 
The riches of rich men is the ſeed of enuie to the poore; 


and bicauſe the poore man lacketh and therich hath too 
much,cauſeth diſcord among the people. 


There were two Greekes , the one eAchilles, the other Homer. 


Thieftes; the which Achilles being extreme rich, was perſc- 


cuted with enuie; the other which was Thieftes ſore noted 


of malice, but no man enuied at him. 

I hadrather be Achilles with his enute, than Thieftes 
withourtir. ; | 

Andin caſe alldo vs dammage with enuie , yet much 

more harme doth a friend than an enimie; for of mine en- 
wous cnimie I will beware, and for feare I will withdrawe: 
but my friend with his amitic will begule me,and1I by my 
fdelitie ſhall not miſtruſt it, | 

Among all mortallenimies there is none worſe than a 
friend thatis enuious of my felicitie. 

Honor, vertue , and riches in a man are but a brand to 
light enuie to all the world. 

Thales being asked when the enuious man wasquiet; he 
anſwered, When he ſeeth his enimie dead, or vtterly vn- 
done: for truly the proſperitic ofa friendisa ſharpe knife 
to the enutous hart. 

The outward malicious word is a token of the inwarde 
enutous hart. 

What friendſhip can there be amongſt enuious men, (ee- 
ing the one purchaſeth,and the other poſlefſeth, 


Euill and wicked men, with 
\. theirvices. 


ji He euill men do offende ys more which we 
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finde, than doth the good men which we 
loſe: for it is great pitie to ſee the good and 
i Ne, vertuous men die, bur I take it to be more 
); 1 ſorrow to ſee the euill and vicious menliue. 


RL The good man though he die,liueth;the cuil 
though heliue,dieth, 
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Ler ys compare the trauels which we ſufter of the ele- 
ments with thoſe which we endure of the vices, and we 
ſhall ſce thar lirtle is the perill we haue 1n the ſca and the 
land,in reſpec of that whichencreaſeth of our cuill life. 

Is not he in more danger that falleth through malice 
into pride, than he which by chance falleth from a high 
rocke ? is not he who with enume 1s perſecuted in more 

E- danger, than he that with a {tone 1s wounded? are not they 
* 1-0 irvmore perill that live among vicious men, than others 

that liue among brute and cruell beaſts ? Do nor thoſe 

which are tormented with the fire of couetouſnes ſuffer 

greater danger than thoſe which live vnder mount Etna ? 

Finally they be in greater perils which with high imagina- | 

tions are blinded, thanthe trees which with i 1nportunate 

winds are ſhaken. 

| Traian the Emperor demanding of Plutarke why there 

 Tperex'®®. WETE More euill than good, and more that embraced vi- 
| \ morefollow- CCS, than followed vertues; anſwered, As our naturall in- ' 
[ 45mg es clination is more giuen to laſciuiouſnes and negugence, 
bY than to chaſtirtie and abſtinence; ſo the men which do en- 
S force themſelues to follow vertuc arc tew, and thoſe which 
þ  gine ſlacke the reines to vices,are many. And this procee- 
 deth thatmen do follow men, and that they ſuffer notrea- 
{on to follow reaſon. 

The remedies which the world glueth for the troubles, 
certainly are greater trauels than the trauels themſelues : 
| ſo that they are {alues which do not heale our wounds, but 
6 Ly rather burne our fleſh. 

S - .  Doyou not know that extreme hunger cauſeth beaſis 


As Herenni- 
us did by his to deuour with their teeth the thing that was bred in their 


 malterTully. 1ntrals : by experience we ſee that the wormes deuour the 
| timber wherein they were bred , and the mothes the 
clothes wherein they were bred : : and ſo ſomtimes a man 
bringerh him vp in his houſe which afterwards taketh his 
honor and life from him. 
Asthe ſhamefaſt man ſhould not be denied in any his 
requelts being honeſt, fo the ſhameles andimportunate 
man 


with their vices, | $9 
man ſhould be denied whatſoeuer he demandeth. 

The ill reſt and conuerſation of them that liue, cauſe ys 
to ſigh for the company of them that be dead. 

Vniuerſally the noble, hart can endure all trauels of 
mans life vnlefle 1t be to ſee a good man decay, and the 
wicked to proſper, the which no yaliant hart can abide, 
neither toong diflemble. LE. En - 

Of right ought that common wealth to be deſtroied y... 
which once hath been the flower of all vertues, and after- 
ward becommeth moſt abhominable and defiled with all 
VICES. we 
If the cuill liue,he isſure to fall; if the good die not,we 
doubt whether euer he (hall come to honor. 

The wickedneſlſe of children are ſwords that paſſe 
. through the harts of their fathers, 

Proud and ſtout harts, obtaining that which they do pride. 
defire,tmmediartely begin toeſteeme it as nothing. 

Tyrannous harts haue neuer regard to the honour of Tyrannic. 
another, vntill they haue obtained their wicked deſires, 

The harts that be proud are moſt commonly blinded, Proudharrs. 
ne and ambitious harts know not what will ſatistie 
tnem. 

If thou be giuen to ambition, honor may and will de- Ambition, 
ceiue thee; if to prodigalitic, couerouſnes often begui- {r4pode. * 
leth thee; if to pride , all the world will laugh thee to 
ſcornein ſuch ſort; that they will ſay, thou followelſt will 
and not reaſon ; thine owne opinion rather than the 
councell of another ; embracing flatterers rather than 
repclling the vertuous, for that moſt ſorts had rather be 
commended with lies,than reprooued with truth. 

That man whichis brought vp in debates, diſſentions , .......... 
and ſtrife, all his felicitie conſiſteth in burning, deſtroying 
and blondſhedding : ſuch works for the molt part proceed 
not from a creature nouriſhed among men on the earth, 
burrather of one that hath been brought vp among the 
infernall furies of hell. ; 

Where vices haue raigned long time in the hart, there yic.,, 

E 3 death 
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2$ ____ Euillandwickedmen, 
death onely and no other hath authoritic to plucke vp the 
rootes. 
To whomis he more like which with his toong blaſeth 
; yertues,and imploicth his deeds to all vices, than to the 
man that in one hand holdeth poiſon to take away life ; 
and in the other treakle to reſiſt death. 
Kone: bolder I haue muſed which of theſe two are greater; the dutie 
gy the good haue toſpeake againitthe euill, orelſe the auda- 
Citic the cuill haue to ſpeake againſt the good : for in the 
world there is no brute beait {o hardie, as the euill man ts 
that hath loſt his tame. x 
I would al men would call this to memorie, that among 
| euill men the chieteſt enill is, that after they hane forgot- 
| ten themſelues to be men,and ex:led both truth and rea- 
; | ſon, witffall their might they goagainſ truth with their 
, words,and againſt good deeds with their toongs. 
Though 1t be cuill to beaneull man, yerit is much 
woorſe not to ſuffer another ro be good , which aboue al 
Fi. - things 1s to be abhorred,and not to be ſuffered. 
qhetame. Truely the ſhameleſſe man feeleth not ſo much a great 
teeman., ſtripe of correction , as the gentle hart dotha ſharpe word 
of admonition. 
In the man that is euill thereis nothing more eaſter 
than to giue good coun{cl,and there is nothing more har- 
der than to worke well. A 
Vnderthe chriſtall ſtone lieth oftentimes a dangerous 
woorme; in the faire wall is nouriſhed the venemous colu- 
ber; within the middle of the white tooth 1s engendred 
ret: tothe gums; inthe fineſt cloth is the moth ſooneſt 
ound; and the moſt fruitefull tree by woorms doth ſoo- 
neſt periſh : ſo vnder the cleane bodie and faire counte- 
nance are hid many and abhominable vices. 
neanrefn. — Iruely not onely to children that are not wiſe, butto all 
net. Other which are light and fraile, beautie is nothing elſe but 
the mother of all vices, and the hinderer of all yertues. 


TY "a There is nothing more ſuperfluous tin man and lefle 


perfluous, ACCCilarie than the beautie of the bodie : for whether we 
dk be 


with their vices, \.- $9 


be faire or fowle, we are nothing the more beloued of 
God, or hated of wiſe men, 

The man of a pleaſant toong and euull life is he, which 
with impoſtumes vndoeth the common wealth, 

Senſualitie maketh vs inferior to beaſts, and reaſon ma- Senſualirie. 
keth vs ſuperior to men. 

He that knoweth moſt the courſe of the elements is not 
called wiſe; but he which knoweth leaſt the vices of this 
world: for the good philoſopher profiteth more by not 
knowing the euill, than by learning the good. 

Quarrellers and malicious perſons will haue their words Quarellers 
by weightand meaſure, but the yertuous and patient men 
regard rhe intentions. 

Men naturally deſire honor in their life, and memorie : Howmen 
after death ; therefore I ſay as they come and atraine good prone 
thereunto by high, noble, and heroicall fas: ſo memorie 7<><tunde 
is left by the good and legitimate children. For the chil- 
dren thatare borne in adultericare begotten in ſinne : and 
that memorie is infamous. 

Adulterers are not only taken among Chriſtians for of- ,,,1....... 
fenders, but alſo among the Gentils they are counted in- 
famous . If the Gentils feared infamie , the Chriſtians 
ought to feare both infamie and paine. 

Men are ſo cuill and wicked, that they behold to the vt- 
rermoſt the offences of an other, but will not heare the 
faults of himſelfe. 

It is a naturall thing, that when a man hath committed 
any vice, foorthwith itrepenteth him of his deede, andſo 
againe after his new repetance, he turneth to his old vices. 

Where the ſoule doth not ſhew hir ſelfe miſtres, it wan- Manabcaft. 
teth bur lirtle, but that the man remaineth a beaſt. 

The euill dorefraine more from vicefor feare of puniſh- 
ment,than for any deſire they haue of amendment. 

The Romans did not permit that liers nor deceiuers Liers andde- 
ſhould be credited by their othes, neither would they per- ©*** 
mit or ſuffer them to ſweare. 

The {imple man ſlateth bur « one man with his ſword of w 1U works. 
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_ Of FameandlInfamie. 


wrath, but the ſage killeth manie by the ill example of his 
life- _ 

There is no man by his cloquence may haue ſuch re- 
nowme, but in the end may loſe it by his euill life : for he 
is ynwoorthie to liue amongſt men, whoſe words of all are 


 approoued,and his works of all are condemned. 


Priwe fornt- 
Cation or 
carnall pil- 
grimage. 


There is no beard fo bare ſhauen, but thatit will grow 
againe : I meane there is no man of ſo honeſt a life, but if 
a man make inquiſition he may tind ſome ſpots therein. 

. Oftentimes they ſay they haue been on pilgrimage at 
ſome deuout Saint that is dead, when indeed they haue 


been imbracing the bodie of ſome faire harlot aliue. 


Of Fame and Infamne. 


%I> IF He infamie of the flanderous ſhal ne- 
FAN) ucr die:for he neuer lived to die wel. 


' doth begina good fame. 
3 When a noble man ſhall aduenture 
d ] to hazard his perſon & his goods,he 
Fought to do it for a matter of great 
1mportance : for more defamed is he that ouercommeth a 
poore laborer, than he which is ouercome of a ſturdic 
knight. | 

The lofle of children and temporal goods cannot be cal- 
led loſle,it the life be ſafe, and renowme remaine vndefiled. 

Of the good man there is but a ſhort memorie of his 
goodnes : if he be cuill his infamie ſhall neuer hauc end. 

If he deſerue great infamie which worketh euill in his 
life, truly he deſerueth much more, which trauclleth to 
bring thateuill in vre, that ſhal continue after his death:for 


mans malice doth rather purſue the euil, which the wicked 
_ doinuent,than the good which vertuous men do begin. 


Noble harts ought little to eſteeme the increaſe of 


_ their riches, and ought greatly to eſtecme, the perpetui- 


tie 
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tie of their good name. | 

The good lite of the child that is aliue keepeth the re- 
nowme of the father that 1s dead. 

The glorie of the ſcholler alwaics redoundeth to the 
honor and praiſe of the maiſter. | 

Firlt, that he be fortie yeeres of age, bicauſe the maiſter ,, . 
thatisyoong is aſhamed to command : it he ol aged he is quiredio 
not able to corre. egg 

Secondly, he ought to be honeſt, and that not onely in Honet. 
purenes of conſcience, but in the outward appecranceand 
cleannes of life : for it is impoſſible that the child be ho- 
neſt,if the maiſter be diſlolute. 

Thirdly, they ought to be true in words and deedes : Tre. 
for the mouth that 1s alwaies full of lies ought not by 
reaſon to bea teacher of the truth. 

Fourthly,they ought of nature to be liberall : for often- Liberal, 
times the couctouſnes of maiſters maketh and cauſeth the 
harts of princes to be greedie and couetous. 

Fittly, they ought to be moderate in words, and veric Moderate. 
reſolute in ſentences : ſo that they ought to teach the chil- 
dren to ſpeake little, and ro harken much : for it isa great 
yertue.in a prince or nobleman to heare with pence, 
and to ſpeake with wiſedome. 

Sixtly, they ought to be wiſe and temperate, ſo that wit, 
their grauitie may re{traine the lightnes of their ſchollers : 
for there can be no greater plagues to arealme than prin- 
ces to be yoong,and their mailters light, 

It behooueth allo that they be learned both i in diuine Learned. 
and humaneletters, in ſuch fortthat that which they teach 
princes by word, they may ſhew it by writing, to the end 
they may put the ſame invre : for 'mens harts are ſooner 
moued by the example of thoſe that are paſt, than by the 
words of them thatarc preſent. 

Alſo he onght not to be given to vices of the fleſh:foras Continent. 
they are yoong and naturally giuen to the fleſh, they haue 
no ſtrength to abide chaſte., neither wiſedome to be- 


ware of the ſnares:it is neceffarie therfore that the maiſter 
te GI be 
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Follie and fooliſh men. 
be pure and honeſt; for the diſciple ſhall hardly be chaſte, 
if the maiſter be vicious. 


They ought to haue good conditions, bicauſe noble 


mens children being daintily brought vp, are more prone 


to learne euill than good conditions : the which their 


maiſters ought to retorme more by good conuerſation 


than by ſharpe corre&ion : for it chanceth oftentimes 
where maiſters be cruell, the ſchollers be not mercifull. 

Noble men neuer wan renowme for the pleaſures they 
had in vices, but for the trauels they tooke in vertue, 


Follie and fooliſh men,withtheir 


Vanities. 


EERENAT is a figneof little wiſedome and great follic 


". ES = a man to anſwere ſuddenly to cuery que- 
JA 1 10n. 

| 2 As the wiſe man being demanded maketh a 
ſlow and graue anſwere : ſo the ſimple and 


 fooliſhman ny asked,anſwereth quickly and lightly. 


The vanitie of the common people is of ſuch aqualitie 


that it followeth new inuentions , and deſpiſcth ancient 
cultomes, bh 


Fortune. 


ST Fall fals wete alike, all would be cu- 
g &x redwith one ſalue; but ſome fall on 
(& their feet; ſome on their ſides ; o- 
& thers ſtumble and fall not; and 0- 
£4 thers fall downe right, butſome do 


" fall from their eſtate , and loſe no 

SN 2 { more but their ſubſtance ; others 
fall, and for verie ſorow loſe not onely their goods, but 
their life withall; others there are which neither loſe their 
life nor their goods, but cheir honor onely, and ſo accor- 


ding to the diſcretion of fortune, the more they haue, the 


more 


\ 


== glue them a hand : I meane ſome do 
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more ſtill they take from them. 

It is greatly to be muſed at, that fortnne when ſhe doth Hetharde- 
begin to ouerthrow a poore man, doth not onely take all >! 
that he hath from him, but alſo thoſe which ſuccor him, ſo frieads. 
that the poore man is bound more to lament his friends 
hurt than his owne loſt. 

the afflicted man doth moſt deſire the change of for- 
tune, and the thing which the proſperous man doth moſt 
abhorre, is to thinke that fortune 1s mutable : for the vn- 
fortunate man hopeth for euery change of fortune to be 
made better, and the wealthie man feareth through euery 
change to be depriued of his houſe and liuings. 

The ſage prince and captaine in the warres ſhould not 
raſhly hazard his perſon,nor lightly or vnaduiſedly put his 
life in the hands of fortune. | 

Sith fortune is a miſtres in all things, and thatto hir 
they do impute both good and euill works; he alone may 
be called a princely man, who for no contrarietie of for- 
rune is ouercome; for truly that man is of a ſtout cou- 
rage, whoſe hart is not yanquiſhed by the force of for- 
tune. 

Sith all men naturally deſire to be happie, healonea- nappie. 
mongſtothers may be called happie, of whome they may 
truly ſay; He gaue good doatrine to liue, and leaſt good 
example to die. | 

Gentle harts doalter greatly, when they are aduertiſed 
of _ ſudden miſhap. | 

I thinke him happie, who hath his bodie healthfull,and 
his hart at eaſe. PISS 

The miſfortunes that by our follie do chance if we haue miſorune. 
cauſe to lament them, we ought alſo to haue reaſon to diſ- 
ſemble them. 

I thinke him happie,who hath his bodie healthfull, and 
his hart at eaſe. | | 

Vbi multum de intellefin, ibi parum de fortuna : Whereas 1s Arifforte, 
much knowledge, commonly there is little wealth. 

Itis not good for a man to hazard thatinthe hands of 

F x fortune, 
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 OfFriendſhip andFriends. 


fortune,which a man may compaſle by friendſhip. | 
The vnluckie man were better be with the dead, than 
remaine heer with the liuing. 
It is commonly ſeene, that when fortune exalteth men 
of low eſtate to high degree,they preſume much , & know 
little, and much lefſe what they are woorth. 


Of Friendſhip and Friends. 


Iz, Hat onely is true friendſhip where the bo- 
RS dies are are: the wils one. 

T_ Þþ I account that ſuſpitious friendſhip where 
&4' the harts are ſo diuided, that the wils are ſe- 
WEEOVT Y uered:for there are diuers great friends in 
CWEREA words which dwell but ten houſes aſunder, 
and yet haue their harts ten miles diſtant. 

The man that with words onely comforteth(in effect be- 
ing able to remedie)declareth himſelfe to haue been a tai- 
ned friend in times paſt, & (ſheweth that a man ought not 
to take him for a faithfull friend in time to come. 

Tf hitherto thou haſt taken me for thy neighbor, I be- 
ſeech thee from hencefoorth take me for ng in 
loue; fora father in counſcll; for a brother in ſeruice; for 
an aduocate in the Senate; for a friend in hart. 


+ In the inconueniences of our friends if we haueno facul- 


tic or mightto remedic it,at the leaſt weare bound to be- 
walle It. | 
Thy anguiſh and griefe doth ſo torment me, that if God 
had giuen power to wofull men to depart with their ſor- 
rowes,as he hath giuen power tothe rich to depart with 
their goods; by the faith I owe vnto God,as I am the grea- 
reſt of thy friends, ſo would I be he that ſhould rake moſt 
part of thy griefs. | 
I ſee not why miſhaps ought patiently to be ſuffered, 
but bicauſe in thoſe we are to trie our faithfull friends. 
In battell the valiant man is knowne; in tempeſtuous 
ſtormes the pilote; by the touchſtone gold is tried; he in 
| CE aduer- 
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 OfFriendſhipandFriends. * 
aduerſitie a friend is knowne. 


If true friends cannot do that which they ought, yer 
they accompliſhit in dooing that which they can. 


He that promiſeth and is long in fulfilling, is but a ſlacke | 


friend: he is much better thatdenicth foorthwith, bicauſe 

he doth not deceiue him that asketh. 
There is nothing more noiſome than to iudge a conten- 

tion betwixt two friends : for to iudge betweene to eni- 


 mies,the one remaineth a friend; but to iudge betweene 


ewo friends,the one is made an cnimic. 
In one thing = men haue licence to be yt 
is,in chooſing of friends. Slowly ought thy friends to be 


choſen,and neuer after for any thing to be forſaken. 


Thegriefs that lie buried in the wofull hart , ought not Griefe robe 


to be communicated but to a fairhfull friend. 


reucaled to 
none but ts 


I do not giue thee licence that thy thought be ſuſpici- fairkfull 
ous of men,fith thou of my hart art made a faithful friend: £4 


for if vnconſtant fortune do truſt me to gather the grape, 
be thou aſſured thou ſhalt not want of the wine. 
— Two things are to be reſpected, not toreuenge thy 
_ thine enimies, neither to be vnthankfull to thy 
riend. | | 

He poſſeſſeth much which hath goods friends : for ma- 
nic aide their friends when they would haue holpen them 
more if they could, for the true loue is not wearied to loue, 
nor ceaſcth not to profite. 

One friend can do no more for an other, than to ofter 
him his perſon and todepart with his goods. 

It is a generall rule among the phiſitions that the medi- 
cines do not profite the ſicke, vnleſſe they firſt take awaie 
the opilation of the ſtomacke; euen ſono man can ſpeake 


to his friend as he ought, vnleſle before he ſhew what thing 


greeucth him, 


The hart neuer receiueth ſuch ioy aswhen he ſceth him- oy. 


ſelfe with his deſired friend. 
Friends for their true friends ought willingly to ſhed 
their blood, and in their behalfe without demaunding, 
| F 2 they 
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 _ OfFriendſhipandFriends, 
they ought alſo to ſpend their goods. 
 Thepaineis greaterto be void of aſſured friends, than 


- aſſault 15 dangerous of cruell enimies. | 


Our cheſts and harts ought alwayes to be open to our 
friends. 
Friendſhip that is earneſt requireth daily communica- 
tion or viſitation. A man ought not inany aftaires to be 
ſo occupied that 1t be a lawtull let not to communicate or 


- write ynto his friend. SEE 


What a true 
fend 1s, 
duplaid. 


Conuerſa- 
Won. 


Open our 
lecrets, 


Helpe ne- 
ccfhues, 


ProteQors, 


 Whereperfit loue is not, there wanteth alwaies faithfull 


ſeruice : and for the contrarie, he that perfectly loueth, 
aſluredly ſhall be ſerued . I haue been, am, and will be 
thine, therefore thou ſhalt do me great iniurie it thou be 
not mine. | 

Thaue not ſeen any to poſſeſſe ſo much; to be woorth 


ſomuch; to know ſo much; nor in all things to be ſo 


mightie,but that one day he ſhall need his poore friend. . 
The man that loueth with his hart, neither in abſence 
forgetteth, nor in preſence becommeth negligent; net- 
ther in proſperitic he is proud,nor yet in aduerſitie abic&; 
he neither ſerueth for profit, nor loueth for gaine : and fi- 
nally, he defendeth the cauſe of his friend, as if it were his 
OWne. 
. Weoughtto vſe friends for foure cauſes. 
r- We ought to haue the companie of friends to be con- 
uerſant withall : for according to the troubles of this life 
there 1s no time ſo pleaſantly conſumed, as in the conuer- 
ſation of an aſlured friend. 
2 Weought to haue friends to whome we may diſcloſe 
the ſecrets of our hart: for it is much comfort to the wo- 
full hart ro declare to his friend his doubts, if he doth 
perceiue that he doth feele them indeed. 
3 Tohelpvs in our aduerſities; for little profiteth my 
hartin teares to bewaile, vnles that afterward indeed he 
will take paines toeaſe him. 


4 We ought to ſecke and preſerne friends, to the end 


they may be proteors of our goods, and likewiſc 1d- 


ges 
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The Tuſticeof God. 37 
ges of our cuils : for the good friend 1sno'lefſe bound to. 


withdraw vs from vices whereby weare ſlandered, than to 
deliuer vs from our enimies by whom we may be ſlaine. 


| The Iuſtice and puniſhment of God, I 
_ __ togitherwith his mercie, good- 
neſſe, and purpoſe. 


Hen man is in his chiefeſt brauerie, 
S and truſteth moſt ro mens wiſdom; 
{= then the ſecret iudgement of God 
2X ſooneſt confoundeth and diſcom- 
5 ) forteth him. 
&S 7 Themercie and iuſtice of God go- 
1, >\2\5 a4 cth alwaies togither, to the intent 
=ZWE2 LJ the one ſhould encourage the good, 
and the other threaten the euill. 
I would to God we had ſo much grace to acknowledge 
our offences, as God hath reaſon to _—_— our ſinnes. 
The great mercy of God doth ſuffer much, yer our ma- 
; nifclt offences deſcrue more. 
f With God there is no acception of perſons, for he ma- Godimpay 
keth the one rich, the other poore; the one ſage, the 0- 
ther ſimple ; the one whole, the other ſicke; the one for- 
tunate, the other vnluckie ; the one ſeruant, the other 
maſter; and let no man muſe thereat, for that ſuch are 

; his ordinances. 

g We ſee daily that it is impoſſible for mans malice to diſ- 
l order that which the diuine prouidence hath appointed, 
bur that which man in a long time decreeth, God other- 
wiſe diſpoſeth in one moment. be 

It is requiſite that God ſhould order his purpoſe : for 
in the end fith man is man, in few things he cannot be ci- 
ther certaine or aſſured; and ſith God 1s God, it isimpoſ- 
ſible that in any thing he ſhould erre. | 

Things that are meaſured by the diuine indgement, 
man hath no power with rafor to cutthem. 
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Iuſtice and Iuſticers, 

As1tis meet we ſhould truſt in the greatnes of Gods 
mercie, ſo likewiſe itis reaſon we ſhould feare therigor of 
his 1aſtice. - 

Itis the inſt indgement of God that he that commir- 
teth euill ſhall not eſcape without puniſhment,and he that 
counſclleth the cuill ſhall notline vndefamed. 

What the euill with their tyrannie haue gathered in 
many dayes, God ſhall take from them in one hower. 
Likewiſe whatthe good haue loſt in many yeeres, God in 
one moment may reſtore. 


God doth not put vs vnder good or euill fortune, but 
doth gouerne vs with his mercy and iuſtice. 


- Tuſtice and Iuſticers. 


a C33 T is an infallibie ruleand of humane 

= malice moſt yſed , that he that is 
L moſt hardy to commit greateſt 
F crimes, is moſt cruell to giue ſen- 


—DD EH tence againſt another for the ſame 
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C=DDYD offence. 


—. We behold our owne faults as 
RW) Eg Acthrough ſmall nets, which cauſeth 
things to ſceme the leſſer : but we behold the faults of 0- 


£3 © TP .: 
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thers in the water,which cauſeth them to ſeeme greater. 


There is no God commandeth , nor law counſelleth, 
nor common wealth ſuffereth., that they which are ad- 
mitted to chaſtiſe liers, ſhould hang them which ſaith 
truth. 

Iam of the opinion that what man or woman with- 


_ draweth their eares from hearing truth,impoſſible it is for 


They are vn- 
wiſe that de- 


| kre offices, 


them to apply their harts to loue any vertues, be it Sena- 
tor that tudgeth; or Senate that ordaineth; or Emperor 
that commandeth; or Conſull that executeth; or Ora- 
tor that pleadeth. ] 
The opinion of all wiſe men is; that no man except he 
lacke wit,or ſurmount in follic,will gladly take on him p 
| burden 


© — 29" OW CA Cs } 
A oO TS HE NS Cs 


luſtice and Tuſticers. '39 
burden and charge of other men. bicauſe they 

A greater caſe 1tis for a ſhamefaſt man to take vypon him arc burdens. 
an office to pleaſe euery man, for he muſt ſhew a counte- 
nance outward,contrary to that he thinketh inward. 

He that will take charge to gouerne other, ſeeketh care 
and trouble for himſelf; enuy tor his neighbors; ſpurs for 
his enimies; pouerty for his wealth; dangerfor his body; 
torment to his good renowme; and an end ofhis dayes, 

The charge of Tuſtice ſhould not be giuen to him that The chufing 
willingly oftreth himſelfe to ir, but to ſuch as by great de- *f*1ulkice- 
liberation are choſen. | 

Men now adayes be not ſo louing to the common 
wealth, that they will forget their owne quietnes and reſt, 
and annoy themſclues to do others good. 

Iudges (hould be juſt and vpright : for there is nothin 
decaieth more a common wealth, than a iudge who a: 
not for all men one ballance indifferent. | 

There are many in common wealths that are expert to 
deuiſe new orders, but there are few that haue ſtoutharts 
ro put the ſame in execution. 

It is impoſlible for any man to miniſter iuſtice, ynles he 
know before what1uſtice meaneth. | 

It is impoſlible that there be peace and iuftice int 
common wealth, it he which gouerneth it be a louer of - 
liers and flatterers. | 

That common wealth is greatly flandered, wherein the 
euill are not puniſhed, nor the good honored. 

The deſire of commandement.is become ſo licentious, Lightnesin 
that it ſeemeth to the ſubie& that the weight of afeather ” 
is lead; and onthe contrarie it ſcemeth to the comman- 
| qv for the flieng of aflic they ſhould draw their 

words. 


There is no worſe office among men, than to take the 


l 


| | d 
charge to puniſhthe vices of another; and therefore:men Mani 


ought to tlie from it as from the peſtilence : for" in-correc- conction. 
ting of vices, hatred is more ſure tothe corre&or than a- 
mendement of life is to the offendor. = 


Reaſon 
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 Tuſtice and Tufticers. 
Reaſon it. is that he or ſhe which with euill demeanor 


haue paſſed their life, ſhould by iuſtice recetue their death. 


Matters of iuſtice conſiſteth more in execution than in 
commanding or ordaining. 


That common wealth cannot decay where iuſtice re- 
maineth for the poore ; puniſhment for the tyrants; 


weight and meaſure plentifull ; and chiefly, if there be 


good dodrine for the yoong , and little couetouſnes in 
theold. | 

Corre&ion executed after a good ſort hath this proper- 
tie, that it incourageth the good to be good, and feareth 
the wicked from their wickednes. 

If men werenot endued with reaſon, and gouerned by 
iuſtice; among all beaſts none were ſo vnprofitable. 

Tuſtice being taken away what are realmes but dennes 
of theeues ? For, to afhrme that men can liue without 1u- 
ſtice, isas much to ſay as fiſhes can liue without water. 

Doiuſtice thy ſelfe if thou wilt be a miniſter thereof : for 
the good iudge with the right yarde of his owne life, ought 
to meaſure the whole ſtate of the common wealth. 

O to how much is he bound that hath taken vpon him 
ro miniſter juſtice ! If ſuch an one be an vpright man he 
<> 716 RP; that whereunto he is bound; bur if vn- 
1uſt, tuſtly of God he ought to be puniſhed, and likewiſe 
of men to be accuſed. 

No man negleceth juſtice, but for want of knowledge 
and experience; or elſe through abundance of afte&tion 
and malice. 

Muſing with my ſelfe wherein ſo many dammages of 
the common wealth did conſiſt; ſuch diſobedience, ſuch 
contrarieties, ſo many theeues : in the endI find thatall 
or the moſt part proceed, in that they prouide for mini- 
ſters of tuſtice, not for conſcience ſake, but for couetouſ- 


 nesand ambitions ſake. 


The vertnous and Chriſtian iudge ought rather to ſhed 
teares in the Church, than by afteRion of men to ſhed 
blood in the ſeate of tudgement. 


There 


luſtice andTuſticers —©On 41 


There are many iudges, which imploy their ſtudie 
more to get friends, to mainetaine their ſtate proudly, 
than for to read bookes to indge mens cauſes vprightly. 

Great ſhame ought they to haue, which take vpon 
them to corre& others , when they haue more neede 
to be corrected themſelues: for the blind man ought not 
ro take vpon him to lead the lame. . 

If the poore come to demand iuſtice hauing no. moO- The poore 
nieto giue ; no wine to preſent; no friend to ſpeake : af- Pare 
ter his complaint he recciueth faire words, and promiſes | 
of ſpeedie iuftice : but in the end he conſumeth thar he 
hath ; ſpendeth his time; looſeth his hope , and is voide of 
his {ute although his cauſe be neuer ſo honeſt and good. 

It wee ſigh with teares to haue good princes, we ought 
| much more to pray,that we haue notcuill officers. 

y What profiteth it the knight to be nimble, if the horſe Fuery arg 
” - benot readie? Whatauaileth it the owner of the ſhip to jvinewith 
| be ſage andexpert, if the pilot be a foole and ignorant ? tis head, 

What profiteth the king to be valiant and ſtour, and the 

captain in the war to be a coward? I meane whar profiteth 

1t a prince to be honeſt, if thoſe that miniſter iuſtice be ditf- 

{olute? What profiteth vs that the prince be true, if his of- 

ficers be liers? What to be louing and gentle, and his ofhi- 

cers cruell and malicious? What to be liberall, it the 1udge 

that miniſtreth iuſtice be a briber & an open theefe? What 

to be carefull and vertuous, if the iudge be negligent and 
1 vicious? What auailethit ifhein his houſe be ſecretiuſt, it 
k he truſt a tyrant and an open theefe with the gouernment 
| of the commonwealth ? 

Iudges ought to be iuſt in their words; honeſt in their 
works; mercifull in their iuſtice; and aboue all, not cor- 
rupted with bribes. | | 

It ſufficeth not that iudges be true in their words; but it 
is very neceſſary that they be vpright in their dealings. 

Iudges ought not to haue reſpe& to thoſe which deſire 
them, bur to that which they demand : for in doing their 
dutic their enimies will proclaime them iuſt; and _— 

I riwiſe 
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7 Idlenes. 


riwiſc if they do that which they ſhould nor, their neereſt 


' friends will countghem tyrants. 


Lycurgus made alaw,whereby he intoined indgesnot to 
be couerous,nor yet theeues : for the tudge that hath re- 
ceiucd part of the theft will not gtue ſentence againſt the 
ſealers therok. | 

Oftentimes it chanceth that 1udges do eate the fruite, 
and the poore ſuter doth feele the morlell. | 

Sith frailtie in men is naturall,and the puniſhment thoy 

iac vs is voluntarie; let judges ſhewe in miniſtring of 1u- 
{tice that they do it for the zeale of the common wealth, 
not with a minde to reuenge. | 

The beginning of iudges are pride and ambition, their 
meanes is enuic and malice, and theirend is death and de- 
ſtruRgion: for the leaues ſhall neuer be greene where the 
roots are drie. 

Offices are ſometimes giuen to friends in recompence 
of friend(hip; ſomtimes to {eruants to acquit their ſeruice 
ſomrimes to their ſollicitors, to theende they thal not im- 

ortune them : ſo that fewe remaine to the yertuous, 
which onely for being vertuous are prouided. 


Idlenes. 


<DxT Verie lightnes done in our youth 
LS >) breaketh downealoope of our life; 


- but idlenes wherby our enimic en- 
F treth 1s it, which openeth the gate 
>, tOallvice. 
LICE gS Of idle motions and outragious 
© Z/[ Ys thoughts the cies take licence with- 
F337 2, outleaue,the mind altereth,and the 
"T willis hurt : and finally, thinking to 
be the white that amorous men ſhoote at, they remaine as 
a butt full of vices. 
In concluſion there is nothing that more chaſeth the 


ball of the thought in this plaie, than the hande ſet a 
worke. 
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Of knowledge, wiſedome,&C. = 


There is nothing breedeth vice ſooner inchildren,than ,,.... . 

. a - Oo 
when the fathers are too negligent, and the children too harchidle- 
bold,as do not keepe the ſame from idlenes. Cr Cu 

The prince-that occupieth himſelfeto heare vaine and 
trifling things,in time of neceffitic ſhal not imploy himſelf 
to thoſe which be of weight and importance : for idlenes 
and negligencearecruell enimies to wiſedome, 


Ofknowledge,wiſedome,foreſight, 


andvertae. 


ALA 4$) E cannot ſay that the man knoweth 
7S little, which doth know himſelfe. 


J [s Man gluing his minde to ſeeke 


eV ſtrangethings, commeth to forget 
2 his owne proper. 

fe Welee by experience that in the Foreſghis 
721 &@ fiſtula tharis ſtopped, and not that $jooln*! 
R3 JI which is open the ſurgeon maketh 
doubt; in the ſhalow water, and not in the deepe ſeas the 
pilot deſpaireth; the good man of arms 1s more ateard of 
the ſecret ambuſhment, than in the open bartell , I meane 'nrruſtis 
that the valiant man ought to beware not of ſtrangers,bur "4," 
of his owne,not of enimies,but of friends; not of the cruel 
war,but of the fained peace; not of the open dammagebur 
of the priute perill, 

How manie haue we ſecne whom the miſhaps of for- 
tune could neuer change, & yetatterward hauing no care 
ſhe hath made them fall. | 

As ignorance is the cruell ſcourge of vertues, and ſpur tO 1,,,..,ucc 
all vice: ſoit chanceth oftentimes that ouermuch know- andouer- 
ledge putteth wiſe men in doubt, and ſlandereththe inno- ns EG 
cent : foraſmuch as we ſee by experience the moſt pre- 
ſumptuous in wiſedome,are thoſe which fall into moſt pe- 
rilous vices. | LE 

The ende why men ought to ſtudie is tolearne to line 
well : for there 1s no truer ſciencein man than to knowe 
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| Ofknowledge, and wiſedome, 
how to order his life well. 

What profiteth it me to know much, if therby I take no 
profit; what to ſpeake ſtrange languages, if I refraine not 
my toong from other mens matters; what to ſtudie many 
books, it I ſtudie not but to beguile my friends; what to 
know the influence of the ſtars and courſe of the elements, 
if I cannot keepe my ſelte from vices ? 

In all things we are ſo doubtfull,and in al our works ſo 
diſordered,that at ſomtimes our vnderitanding is dul and 
loſeth the edge; and at another time itis more tharpe than 
itisneceſſaric. | 

Pouertie cauſeth good mens children to be vertuous, ſo 
that they atraine to that by vertue which others come vn- 
to by riches. 

It is arule that neuer faileth, that vertue maketh a ſtrna- 
ger grow naturall; and vice maketh a naturall a ſtranger 
in his owne countrie. 

It is impoſiible a yoong childe ſhould be vicious, it with 
due correction he had been inſtruced in vertues. 

Noble men enterpriſing great things, oughtnot to1m- 


ploy their force as their noble hart willeth, but as wiſdome 


and reaſon teacheth. 

There 1s no manſo wiſe and ſage, but erreth more 
through ignorance,than he doth good by wiſedome : and 
there 1s no man ſo1uſt, but wanteth much to execute true 
mae 

The vertuous do ſo much glorie of their vertue, as the 
eut]l and malicious haue ſhame and diſhonor of their yice : 
for yertue maketh a man to be temperate and quiet , bur 
vice maketh him diflolute and wretchles. 

Thelacke of a phyſition may cauſe-danger in mans per- 
ſon,but the lacke of a wiſe man may ſet diſcord among the 
people. | 

Marcus Aurelizes at his meate; at his going to bed; 
at his ypriſfing; in his trauell ; openly nor ſecretly ſuffe- 
red at any time that fooles ſhould communicate with 


| him, but onely wiſe and yertuous men, whom he alwaies 


entirely 
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entirely loned : he had reaſon therein; for there is no- 
thing, be itinicſt or earneſt, but 1s better liked of a wiſe 
man than of a foole. | 
If a prince be ſad, cannot a wiſe man by the ſayings of 
the holy ſcriptures counſell him better, than a foole by 
foolith words ? | 

If the prince will paſſe the time away, ſhall not he be jy;caome 
more comforted with a wiſe man that reckoneth ynto him is paſtime. 
the ſauorie hiſtories done in times paſt, than harkening to 
a foole ſpeaking fooliſhly, and declaring things diſhoneſt- 
ly,and ripping vp the ſatengs of the malicious of the time | 

reſent ? | l 

That which I moſt maruell at is not ſo much for the 

me . . Fooles cſtee- 
great authoritie that fooles haue in the pallaces of princes ,eamore 
and great nobles; as for the little credit and ſuccor that tba» viſe 
wiſe men haue among them. Cs 

It is a great iniurie that fooles ſhould enter into the Boldnes of 
chamber of princes vnto their bed ſide, and that one wiſe 22<524- 
man may not, nor dre not enter into the hall; ſo that 
to the one there is no gate ſhut, and to the other no gate 
open. 

Now in theſe daies there 1s no wiſe man alone that 
: trauelleth to be wiſe; but it is neceſlarie for him totra- 
1 uell how to get his liuing: for neceſlitie inforceth him ro 
1 violate the rules of true philoſophie. 
| Whether he be prince, prelate, or priuate, let him haue 
; about him ſage and wiſe men, and toloue themaboue all 
: treaſure : for of good counſell there commeth profit, and 
; much treaſure is a token of danger. BUs, 

Creſus (aid; I account my ſelfe to be dead, though to craſw. 
the ſimple folks I ſeeme to be aliue : and the cauſe of my 
death is, bicauſe I haue not about me ſome wiſe perſon : 
for he 1s only aliue amongſt the liuing, who is accompa- 
nicd with the wiſe. | 

Euill princes do ſeeke the companie of wiſe men for no 


other intent, but onely bicauſe through them they would 
excule their faults. 


We 
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Of knowledge, wiſedome, &c. 


We learne not to commaund , but to obey; not to 


twoCrzſus. ſpeake, but to be ſilent; not ro reſiſt, but to hamble our 


Too {oone, 
too latc. 


Too haltze, 


Pleaſure 
reucaled 
15 folly, 


\ 


clues; not to get much, but to contentvs with little ; not 
to reuenge offences, but to pardon inturies; not to take 
from others, but to giue our owne to others; not to be 
honored, butto trauell to be vertuous : finally we learne 
to dcſpiſe that which other men loue, and to loue that 
which other men deſpiſe, which is pouerrtie. "8 

Toa man that hath gouernment, two things are dan- 
gerous,that is to wit, too ſoone, or too late; but of theſe 
two, the woritis too ſoone, for if by determining too late 
a man looſeth that which he might haue gotten; by deter- 
mining too ſoone, that is loſt which is now gained, and 
thatwhich aman might haue gained. | 

To men which are too haſtie, chanceth many cuils and 
dangers : forthe man being vnpatient, and his vnderſtan- 
ding bigh, afterwards commeth quarels and brawlings, 
diſpleaſures , varieties, and alſo vanities , which looſeth 
their goods and putteth theirperſon in danger. 

It chanceth oftentimes to wiſe men that when remedie 
is gone, repentance commeth ſodenly : and then it is too 
late. to ſhut the {table dore when the ſteed 1s {tolne. 

 Heis wiſeſt that preſumeth to know leaſt, and among 
the ſimple he1s moſt ignorant that thinketh he knoweth 
moſt. "©4 | 

Science profiteth nothing elſe but to keep thy life well 
ordered,and thy toong well meaſured. 

Vaine and foolith men by vaine and fooliſh words, do 
publiſh their vaine and light pleaſures, and wiſe men by 
wiſewords do diſſemble their grieuous ſorowes. 

Profound ſcience and high eloquence, {eldome ineet in 


- one perſon. 


% 


There is no man in the world ſo wiſe, but may further 
his doings with the aduiſe of an other. 
There is nothing more cafic than to know the good, 


and nothing more common than to folow the euill. 


As the fine gold defendeth his purenes among the bur- 
ning 
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ning coles,ſo the man endued with wiſedom ſheweth him- 
ſelfe wiſe, yeain the midſt amongſt many fooles : for as the 
gold in the fire is proued, ſo _—_—_ the lightnes of fooles 
15 the wiſdome of the wiſe diſcerned. Y 

The wiſe isnot knowen among the wiſe, nor the foole 70 conm- 
among fooles; but that among fooles the wiſe man doth onethe more 
ſhine, and that among the wiſe fooles arc darkened, for P<** 
there the wiſe ſheweth his wiſedome , and the foole his 
tollie, 

He onely ought to be called wiſe who is diſcreet in his - 
works,and reſolute in his words. 

It is a rule that euill works doe cary away the credite 
trom good words. | 

There is nothing deſtroyeth ſooner princes, than thin- 
king to haue about them wiſe men to counſell them, find 
them malicious,and ſuch as ſceke to deceiue them. 

It is not the part of wiſe and valiant men to enlarge 
their dominions,and diminiſh their honor. 

Wiſe men ought circumſpe&tly to ſee what they do, to c;c,npe- 
examine that they ſpeake , to prooue that they take in &ionneces 
hand, to beware whoſe company tkey vſe,, and aboucall 
to know whom they truſt. 


The lawe and ordinances. 


D&@ JF? He law which by will is made and 
>J2/ not of right ordained, defſerueth not 

- tobe obeied. | 
SY The Achaians obſerned thisfora 
7” law and cuſtome, that thehusbands ***** 
-=Þ S@ 54 {hould obey, and the wines com- 
 SY=22__LFF© / maund : forthe husbandsſweptand 

——— 4 made cleane the houſes, made the 
bed, wathed the buck, couered the table , drefſed the 
dinner, and went for water . On the contrary part his 
wite gouerned the goods, anſwered the affaires, kept the 
money : and if the were angry,ſhe gaue himnot onely foule 
words, 
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Of knowledge, wiſedome, &c. 


We learne not to commaund , but to obev; not to 

ſpeake, but to be ſilent; not to reſiſt, but to hamble our 
clues; not to get much, but to contentys with little; not 

to reuenge offences, but to pardon iniuries; not to take 
from others, but to giue our owne to others; not to be 
honored, but to trauell to be vertuous : finally we learne 
to deſpiſe that which other men loue, and to loue that 
which other men deſpiſe, which is pouerrtie. 

Toa man that hath gouernment, two things are dan- 
gerous,that is to wit, too ſoone, ortoo late; but of theſe 
two, the woritis too ſoone, for if by determining too late 
a man looſeth that which he might haue gotten; by deter- 
mining too ſoone, that 1s loſt which is now gained, and 


_ thatwhich aman might haue gained. 


Too haltic, 


Pleaſure 
reucaled 
1s tolly, 


To men which are too haſtie, chanceth many euils and 
dangers : forthe man being vnpatient, and his vnderſtan- 
ding high, afterwards commeth quarels and brawlings, 
diſpleaſures , varieties, and alſo vanities, which looſeth 
their goods and putteth their perſon in danger. 

It chanceth oftentimes to wiſe men that when remedie 
is gone, repentance commeth ſodenly : and then it is too 
late to ſhut the ſtable dore when the ſteed is ſtolne. 

He is wiſeſt that preſumeth to know leaſt, and among 
the ſimple heis moſt ignorant that thinketh he knoweth 
molt, - |: - 

Science profiteth nothing elſe but to keep thy life well 
ordered,and thy toong well meaſured. 

Vaine and foolith men by vaine and fooliſh words, do 
publiſh their vaine and light pleaſures, and wiſe men by 
wiſe words do diſſemble their grieuous ſorowes. 

Profound ſcience and high eloquence, ſeldome meet in 
one perſon. x "Ii 

There is no man in the world ſo wiſe, but may further 
his doings.with the aduiſe of an other. / 

There is nothing more cafie than to know the good, 
and nothing more common than to folow the euill. 

As the fine gold detendeth his purenes among the bur- 


ning 
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ning coles,ſo the man endued with wiſedom ſheweth him- 
ſelfe wiſe,yeain the midſt amongſt many fooles : for as the. 
gold in the fire is proued, ſo among the lightnes of tooles 
15 the wiſdome of the wiſe diſcerned. 


The wiſe is not knowen among the wiſe, nor the foole Iwoconea- 
nies do make 


among fooles; but that among fooles the wiſe man doth onethe more 


ſhine, and that among the wiſe fooles are darkened, for ?<"* 
there the wiſe ſheweth his wiſedome , and the foole his 
follie. | 

He onely ought to be called wiſe who is diſcreet in his 
works,and reſolute in his words. * | 

It is a rule that euill works doe cary away the credite 
trom good words. 

There is nothing deſtroyeth ſooner princes, than thin- 
king to haue about them wiſe men to counſell them, find 
them malicious,and ſuch as ſceke to deceiue them. 

It 1s not the part of wiſe and valiant men to enlarge 
their dominions,and diminiſh their honor. 

Wiſe men _— circumſpeGily to ſee what they do, to c;.cunpe. 
examine that they ſpeake , to prooue that they take in &ionnece 
hand, to beware whoſe company they vſe, and aboucall © 
to know whom they truſt. . 
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> We eTmade cleane the houſes, made the 
bed, wathed the buck, couered the table , drefſed the 


dinner, and went for water . On the contrary part his 
wite gouerned the goods, anſwered the affaires, kept the 
money : and it ſhe were angry,ſhe gaue himnot onely foule 
| words, _ 
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words, but alſo oftentimes laid hir hands on him to re- 
_ uenge hir anger, whereof came this prouerbe,vita Achaie. 
Where men haue ſo little diſcretion that they ſuffer 
themſclues ro be gouecrned (be 1t well or euill) of their 
wiucs, and that euery woman commandeth hir husband, 
there can be nothing more vaine or light, than by mans 
law to giue that authoritic toa woman, which by nature 
is denied hir. 
The lawesare as yokes vnder the which the euill dola- 
bor, and they are wings vnder the which the good do flie. 
The great ann oy of lawesare commonly euill kept, 
and are on the other part cauſe of ſundrie troubles, 
. The Romanes did auoid the great number of lawes and 
- vodedlawes inſtitutions : for that it is better for a man to live as reaſon : 
commaundeth him,than as thelaw conſtraineth him. 
Lawesare caſily ordained, but with difhcultie executed, 
and there be thouſands that can make them, but not one 
_. that will ſee the execution of them. 
&.chens. The law of Athens was that nothing ſhould be bought 
before aPhiloſopher had ſer the price : I would the ſame 
law at theſe dates were obſerued ; for there 1s nothing 
that deſtroieth a common wealth more, than to permit 
ſome to ſell as tyrants, and others to buy as tooles. 


_ Of Loue. 


1 Elecue not that loue is true loue, but rather 


ſorow; not ioy, erplexitie; not delite, 
|but torment; not con ent , but griefe; - 
#2 not honeſt recreation, but confuſion ; ſeeing 


thatin him that is a louer muſt be looked for, 
youth, libertic,and liberalitic. 
_ Straw that 1s rotten is fitter for the land than the houſe, 
 ſoinabroken body and aged, ſorow and infirmities are 
whichare fitter paſſions than loue : for to Cxpidand Venus no ſort of 
&louers. people is acceptable, but yong men to ſerue them. The 
liberall which ſpares for no coſt; the paticnt toendure; 
diſcrect 


/ 
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diſcreet to ſpeake; ſecretto conceale; faithfull to deſerue; 
and conſtant to continue to the end. | 

It is a miſcrie to be poore and proud ; to be reuenge- 
full, and dare not ſtrike; to be ſicke and farre from ſuc- 
cor ; to be ſubie&to ourenimies ; and laſtly to ſuffer pe- 
rill of life without reuenge; but for anold man to be in 


loue, is the greateſt wretchednes that can occupy the Loucin age, 


life of man : for the poore ſometimes findeth pitic,but 
the old man ſtandeth alwaies reiced. 

The coward findeth friends to beare out his quarrell, 
but the amorous old man liueth alwaies perſecuted with 
paſſions. 

The {ickeliues vnder the climate of Gods prouidence, 
and is relieued by hope, but the old amorous man is a- 
 bandonedall ſuccor. is 

He that is ſubie& to hisenimies, 1s not ſomtimes with- 
out his ſeaſons of conſolation and quiet, where to the 
old louer is no time of truce,or hope of reconcilement. 

'Thereis nothing more requireth gouernment than the 
P_ ofloue,ſceing that in caſes of hunger, thirſt, cold, 

eat, and all other naturall influences they may be refer- 
red to paſſions ſenſible only to the body, bur the follies, 
imperfeQions, and faults in loue, the hart is ſubie&to 
ſuffer, feele, and bewaile them, ſince loue more than all 
other things naturall, retaineth alwaies this propertie,to 
excerciſe tyrannie always againſt the hart of his ſubic&s. 

There is no doubt but vnperfite loue will reſolue into 
iarres, contention, and continuall diſquietnes : for that 
where 1s not conformitie of condition, there can be no 
contented loue, no more than where is no true faith can 
be notrue operation of good life and maners. 

Say what you will, and ſurmiſe the beſt to pleaſe fan- 
cie, but according to experience, the beſt remedie in 
loueis to auoide occaſion, and toeſchew conuerſation : 
for that of the multitude that follow him, thereare few 
free from his bondage , where ſuch as abandon him li- 


ueth alwaics in libereie. 4 
H 1 Behold 
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Behold how deerely Tloued thee; in thy preſence I alwais 
behold thee; and abſent I alwaies thought of thee;ſleeping 
I dreamed of thee ; I haue wept at thy | ani and laught 
at thy pleaſures : finally, all my wealth I wiſhed thee, and 
all thy misfortunes I withed to me. 

I feel not ſo much the perſecution thou halt done to me, 
as Ido the wailing torgetfulnes thou haſt ſhewed to me. 
It is a great gricte to the couetous man to looſe his 
goods; but without compariſon, it is a greater torment for 
the louer to ſee his loue cuill beſtowed : forit isa hurt al- 
waics ſcene; a paine alwaies felt; a forow alwaies gnawing; 


_ and adeath that neuer endeth. 


A couetous 
womaus loue 


The ſlauery 
of louc, 


As the loue of acouctous woman endeth when goods 
faileth:ſo doth the loue of the man when beaurie decaieth- 

That woman which neuer loued for goods, but was be- 
loned for beautie,did then loue with all hir hart, and now 
abhor with all hir hart. 

The gallowes is not ſo cruell to the euill dooer,as thou 
art to me, which neuer thought otherwiſe than well : they 
which ſuffer there do endure bur one death, but thou ma- 


keſt mc to ſuffer a thouſand: they in one day and one howr 


do end their liues,and Icuery minute do feele the pangs of 
death; they die guilrie, bur I innocently : they die openlie, 
and Ifecretly. What wilt thou more I ſay;they for that they 


| died,and I ſhed hartieteares of blood for that] line; their 


Operation | 


torments ſpreadeth abroad through all the bodie , bur I 


keepe mine altogither in my hart. 
O vnhappy hart of mine, that being whole thou art di- 
uided; being in health thou art hurt; being aliue thon arr 


killed; being mine own thouart ſtolen ; and the woorſt of 


all,thou being the onely helpe of my lite , doit onely con- 
ſent vnto my death. 


Loue bewitcheth the wiſeſt,and blindfoldeth reaſon, as 


__ appeereth in many wiſe philoſophers: as for example; Gra- 


tian was inloue with Tamira. 
Solon Selaminus was in loue with a Grecian. 
Pitacus Mtelenus lett his owne wite,and was in loue with 
| | a 
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a bond woman thathe brought from the war. enocaſions 
Periander prince of Achaia , and chicfe philoſopher of all 
Greece,at the inſtance of his louers ſlew his owne wife. - 
Anachar/isthe philoſopher, Scithian by his father, and 
a Greeke by his mother, loued ſodeerly a friend of his cal- 
led Thebana,that he taught hir all thathe knew : in ſo much 
that he being ſicke on his bed, ſhe read for him inthe 
{chooles. | x | 
Tarentinus the maſter of Platoand ſcholler of Pithagoras 
occupied his mind more to inuent new kinds of loue than 
to imploy his minde to vertue and learning. £ 
Borgias Cleontino borne in Cicill had more concubines in 
his houſe than bookes in his ſtudic. 
All theſe were wiſe,and knowne for no leſſe : 
Yet inthe end were onerceme with the fleſh . 

O how manie times did Hercslesdelire to be delivered, _.. 
from his loue Mithrida; Menelans from Dortha; Phyrrus fto vanquiſhed 
Helena; Alctbiades from Dorobella; Demophon from Phillis ; P! 9ve- 
Hannibal from Sabina; and Marcns Antonine from Cleopatra: 
from whom they could neuer onely depart, but alſo in the 
end for them and with them were caſt away. __ 

In caſe of louelet no man truſt any man , and muchleſſe 
himſelfe: for loue is ſo naturall roman or woman,and th 
deſire to be beloued, that whereloue amongſt them doth 
once begin to cleaue,it isa ſorethat neuer openeth, and a 
bond that neuer vaknitteth. 

Many words outwardly declare ſmall loue within ; and 
the feruent inward loue keepeth ſilence outward : the in- 
trals within imbraced with loue cauſeth the roong out- 
ward to be mute: he that paſſeth his life in loue, ought to 
keepe his mouth cloſe. | E ok 

The loue of the mother is ſo ſtrong, though the childe ;,ue or 
be dead & laidin the graue,yet alwais ſhe hath him quicke parencs. 


in hir hart. 
we! rtect Martrimo- 
Talc VS1N nialllove. 


Amongſt the well married perſons 1s true loue 
friendſhip : as for parents and'friends if they x 


preſence, they hate vs in abſence; if they giue faire words, 
; H 2 they 


} , f 


What Man and his life is, 
they carrie hollow harts; if they loue vs in proſperity, they 
hatevs in aduerſitic : but ir is notſoamong the noble and | 
well married perſons.In proſperitie and aduerſitie, pouer- 
tic and riches,abſence and preſence, in mirth and ſadnes 
do they loue,and if not ought to do:tor when the husband 
is troubled in his foote,the wite ought to be grieued in hir 
hart. | 
Marriage. We ſee by experience that louein marriage is ſeldome 
broken through pouerty,nor yet continued with riches. 
The loue betwixt the husband and wife ought to be ſuch, 
that ſhe by hir patience ought to ſuffer the 1imperfe&ions 


of him : and likewiſe he by his wiſedome ought to diſſem- 
 bletheimportunities of hir,that they may the rather loue 


and agree togither. 
Whattove The dart of loue is likea ſtroke with a clod of carth, 
like, Fhich being throwne amongſt a company doth hurt the 


wone,and blinde the other. 


The hart which is intangled with loue dare boldly ad- 
venture himſelfe in many kind of dangers, toaccompliſh 
that which he defireth. 


Wherefore Women oughtto know that for their beautie they are 
44g defired, but for their vertue onely they are beloued. 
loucd. The lone of the fleſh 1s fo naturall to the fleſh, that 
when from you the bodie flieth in ſport, we leaue our 
harts to you engaged in earneſt : and though reaſon as 
| reaſon prey the deſire to flight; yet the fleſh as fleſh 
yeeldeth it ſelfe a priſoner. 


The man that willingly goeth into the briers muſt 
thinke before to endure the pricks. 


What Man and his life is, with fortune 
and hir frailtie. 
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O miſerable and fraile nature of man, which taken by it Mans nawre 
ſelte is lirtle woorth, and compared with another thing is confidered, 
muchleſle. £ 

Man ſeeth in brute beaſts many things which reioicerh 
him, and if beaſts had reaſon they ſhould ſee in man many 
things which they would ſhame art. 

Man being borne can neither go , mooue, or ſtand, 
whereall other beaſts aſſoone. as they are diſcloſed can do 
and performe all theſe. 

As the cuill doer is impriſoned with his hands bound, 
and his feete in the ſtocks : ſo likewiſe to the nuſerable hand and 
man, when he entereth into the charter of this life, im- pee rg 
mediately they bind both his hands and feete, and lay him and 1a 
inthe cradle; and ſothey vie him at his departure out of 58%"& 
this world. 

It is to be noted thatatthe hower wherein the beaſt is 
brought foorth, though it know not the father, yet it fin- 
deth the mother : for that it preſently ſucketh the teats it 
it haue milke; if not, it ſhrowdeth it ſelfe vnder her wings: 
itisnotſo with man; for the day wherein he is borne, he 
knoweth not the nurſe that gineth him milke; the father 
that begat him; nor mother that bare him; nor the mid- 
wife that receiued him. Moreouer, cannot ſee with his 
cies; heare with his cares; 1udge with his taſte, and kno- 
weth not what it is to taſte or ſmell : ſo that weſee him to 
whome the ſ{eigntorie of all things doth appertaine, to be 
borne the moſt vnable of all other beaſts. | 

To beaſts nature hath giuen clothing wherewith they 
may keepe them from the heate in ſommer, and defend 
the cold in winter, as toſheepe, wooll; to birds, fethers; 
bo horſes, haire; to trees, barke; to fiſhes, ſcales; to ſnails, 

clles. h 

Of all this man 1s depriued; who is borne all naked, 
and dieth all naked, not carrieng with him one onely gar- 
ment : andif in the time of his life he vſeth any garments, 
he muſt demand it of the beaſt both leather and wooll, / 

and thereto mult put his labour and induſtrie. 
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What Man and his life is, 

What care and trauell had man beene diſcharged of, if 
the traucll to apparell himſelfe,and to ſearch for things to 
cate had been taken from him ? before he eateth he muſt 
till, ſow, reape, and threſh, he muſt winnow, grind, and 
bake : and this cannot be done without the care of mind, 
and ſweat of browes. 

We ſce the ſheepe flieth the wolfe; the cat flieth the dog; 


the rat flicth the cat; and the chicken the kite. O miſc- 
rable creatures that we are, we know not how to flic our 


cnimies, bicauſe they are in our owne ſhape. 


When man thinketh oftentimes thar he hath entered a 
ſure hauen, within three ſteps afterwards he falleth head- 
long into the deepe ſea. 

O poore and miſerable man, who for to ſuſtaine this 
wretched lite 1s intorced to craue the bealts helpe : the 
draw him water they ſoile his land; they ptough his land; 
they carric his corne; and beare himſelf fro place to place, 

Whar ſtite liueth man in, that cannot but bewaile the 
ynthankfulnes of his friends,the death of his children,the 
want of neceſlaries, the caſe of aduerſitie that ſucceedeth 
them, the falſe witnes that is brought againſt them, and a 
thouſand calam:ties that do torment their harts. 

The innocencie of the brute beaſts conſidered, and the 
malice of the malicious man marked, without compariſon 
the companie of the brute beaſt is leſſe hurtfull than the 
conuerſation of euill men : for in the end if ye be conuer- 
ſant with a beaſt, ye haue not but to beware of him; but . 
if yee be in companie with a man, there is nothing where- 
in yee oughttotruſt him. 

Treaſure conſumed in making a mans graue is verie 
vaine, for there is no greater lightnes or vanitie in man, 
than to be eſteemed much for his ſumptuous graue, and 
little for the life he hath led. It profiteth little the bodie to 
be among the painted and carued ſtones, when the miſe- 
rable ſoulc is burning in the firie flames of hell. 

The man that preſumeth to be ſage in all things, and 
well prouided goeth not (o taſt that at cuerie ſtep he is'in 

danger 


with Fortune and hir frailnie. 


danger of falling, not ſo ſoftly that in long time he cannot 
arriue at his iourneies end : for falſe fortune gawleth in 
ſtcede of ſtriking, and in ſteede of gawling ſtriketh. 

What euill happened to Hercules, that after ſo manie 
dangers, came to die 1n the armes of an harlot; eAlexar- 
der after his great conqueſt ended his life with poiſon; 
Agamemnon that worthie Greeke, after ten yeeres watrres 
againſt the Troians , was killed entring into his owne 


Ly 


houſe; Izlius Ceſar after two and fiftie battels, was killed Mans endis 


in the hand 


in the Senate houſe with three and twentie wounds; Ham of God. 


»iball ſlew himſelfe in one moment, bicauſe he would not 
become a pray to hisenimies. What miſhap is this after ſo 
many fortunes ; what reproch after ſuch glorie; what 
perill after ſuch ſuretie; what euull lacke after ſuch good 
ſucceſle ; what darke night after ſo cleare day; what cuill 
entertainment after ſo great labor; what cruell ſentence 
after ſo long proces; what inconuenience of death after 
ſo good beginning of life ? 

The miſcrable life of man is of ſuch condition, that dai- 
lie our yeeres do diminiſh , and our troubles encreaſe; 
life is ſo troubleſome that it wearieth ys, and death is ſo 
doubtfull that it feareth vs. 


- The philoſopher Appollonixe being demanded what he 
woondered moſt atin all the world, anſwered, but at two - 


things, the ane was, that 1n all parts wherein he had tra- 


_ the humble ſubie& to the proud; the 1uſt obedient to the 
tyrant; the cruell commanding the mercitull; the coward 
rulingthe hardie; the ignorant teaching the wiſe; and a- 
boue all, I ſaw the moſt theeues hang vpthe innocent. 
The other was thatin all the places and circuite that he 
had bin in, I know not, neither could finde any maneuer- 
laſting, but that all are mortall; and that both high and 
low haue anend, for many enter the ſame-night into the 
graue whichrthe day enſuing thought ro bealiue. 
- -; Ariftatle ſaith, that man 1s bur a tree planted-with the 
rootes ypward, whoſe roote is the head, and the ſtock is 
: the 


uelled he ſaw quiet men troubled by ſeditious perſons? 
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What man and his life is. 


Mandeſcri- the bodie, the branches are the armes, the barke is the 
bedasarrce. fleſh, the knots are the bones, the ſap is the hart, the 
The Fruirs of FOTTENNes is malice,the gum is loue, the flowers are words, 


his tr ec, 


Beautie, 


Cleanlines 


in body,and 


flthines in 
 foule. 


and the fruites are good woorks. F, 

We ſee the vapors to aſcend high ; the plants growe 
high; the trees bud out on high; the ſourges of the ſea 
mount high ; the nature of the fire 1s alwaies to aſcend 
ypward; onely the miſerable man groweth downeward, 
and is brought low by reaſon of the feeble and frail fleſh, 
which is but earth, and commeth of carth, and liueth on 


earth, andinthe end returneth to the earth from whence 


It came. | 

Generallic there is no man ſo good but a man may find 
in him ſomewhat reprooucable, nor any man ſocuill but 
he hath in him ſomething commendable. 


 Whatmanand his life is. 


d (@FF Blindnes of the world; © life which 
Z* neuer liueth, nor ſhall live; o death 
2 which neuer hath end: I know not 
. why man through the accident of 
> his beautie ſhould take ypon him a- 
-* ny vaine glory or preſumprion, ſfith 
&> he knoweth that all the perfiteſt and 
x molt faire, muſt be ſacrificed to the 
worms 1n the graue. 
Itis to be maruelled at that all men are deſirous that all 
things about them ſhould be cleane; their gownes bruſ- 
ſhed; their coats neat; the table handſome; and the bed 
= ; and onely they ſuffer their ſoules to be ſpotted and 
_—_ i; 


The faire and well proportioned man 1s therefore no- 


thing the more vertuous : he that is deformed and evill 


{hapen, 1s nothing therefore the more vicjous. 

; Corporall beauty early or late periſheth in the graue, bur 

vertue & knowledge maketh men of immortall memorie. 
Although 


Whatmanand his life is, -» - Wy 

” Although a man be great, it followeth not that he is,, 
ſtrong : ſo that itis no generall rule that the big body hath Kketh nor 
alwaics avaliant and couragious hart, nor thelittle man a **<=8* 
faint and falſe harr. S147 

[ulins Ceſar was big of body,yet cuill proportioned : for @.,...... 
he had his head bald, his noſe ſharpe , one hand more ſhor- feribed. 
ter than the other,& being yong had a riueled face, yealow 
of colour,went crooked,and his girdle halfe vndone. 
Hamnibal was called monſtrous both for his deedes and Hamiba!. 
euillproportion : for of his two cies helacked the right, & 
of the two feete hehad the left foote crooked , fierce of 
countenance,and little of body. 
Truly he feeleth the death of another which alwaies 1s yy. wie a+ 
{orowtfull and lamenting his owne life. others death 
Tocſteeme thy ſelfe to be handſome and proper of per-.2,n*nins 
ſon,isno other thing but to eſteem thy ſelf, that dreaming; Thive owne 
thou ſhalt be rich and mightie, and waking , thou findett waking.” 
thy ſclfe poore and miſerable. 
What ſhall we ſay to this little lower that yeſterday flo-/ Mans life, 
riſhed on the tree whole without ſuſpition to beloft , and 
yet one little froſt waſteth and conſumeth it;the vehement 
winde ouerthroweth.it;: the knife of enwe cutteth it; the 
water of aduecrſitie vndoeth it; the heat of perſecutions pt-. 
neth it; the putrifaQtion of death decaiethit, and bringeth 
it downe to the ground. 

_ O mans life that art alwaies curſed, Icount fortune cru- Formune with 
el,and thee vnhappy,fince ſhe wil not that thou ſtay on hir, orc: 
which dreaming,giueth thy pleaſures,and waking, giueth 
thy diſpleaſures; which giaeth into thy hands trauell to 
taſte,and ſuffereth thee to liſten after quiet; which wil that _ 
thou approoue aduerſitie, and agree not that thou haue 
proſperitic,þut after hir wil,ſhe giueth thee life by ounces, 
and death without meaſure. Pi 

Theyoong man is but a new knife, the which in proceſle age comps 
of time cankereth in the edge ; one day he breaketh the << 
point of vnderſtanding; another he looſeth the edge of 

cutting; and nextthe ruſt of diſeaſes taketh him,and _ 

x | war 
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5$ Ofmercic,pitic,helpe,&c. 


wards by aduerſities he is writhen, and by infirmitics diſ- 
caſed;by riches he is wheted; by pouerty he is dulled again; 
and oftentimes it chanceth,that the more ſharp he is whet- 
ted,ſo much the more the life is put in hazard. 
Itis atrue thing that the feet and hands are neceſſary to 
clime to the vanities of youth, and afterwards ſtumbling a 
little, iramediately rowling the head downewardes we de- 
| ſcendintothe miſeries of age. goIN 
Thcbeame Whatthing is more feartull or more incredible, thanto 
gerh, ſee a man become miſerable in ſhort ſpace; the faſhion of 
his viſage changeth; the beautie of the face loſt; the beard 
waxe white; the head bald; the cheeks and forehead full of 
wrinkles;the teeth as white as Inorie becommerh black as 
| a cole; the light feete by the goute are crepeled; the {tron 
f arme with palſey a: Hoa, ; the fine and ſmooth throte 
: with wrinkles plaited ; and the body thatiwas ſftreight and 
vpright, waxeth crooked. 
Beautie of The beaurie of man 1s none other but a veile to couer 
TW the cies, a paire of fetters forthe feete , manacles: for the 
hands,alimerod for the wings,atheete of rime, an occaſi- 
on of danger,a prouoker of trouble,a place of lecherie, a 
finke of all euill; and finally: itis an inuenter of debares, 
and a ſcourge of the aftetioned man, 
O ſimple, ſimple and ignorant perſons, how our life con- 
ſumeth and we perceiue not how we liue therein. 


Of mercie,pitic,helpe,and compaſſion 
towards the poore, 


MEAT! Appy not once, but an hundred times is he 
 Umes happy. $S=XX3 | that will remember the poore afflicted, and 
x2 | Open his hart to comfort them, and doth 
RE not ſhut his cofers from helping them : to 
A. him atthe ſtraight daie of iudgement, the 
= proceſle of his life ſhall be iudged with mer- 
cie and pitie. | 
The pitifull hart which is not fleſhed in crueltic , hath 
8 


| | 
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Obedience, 


as much pitie to ſee another man ſuffer, asof the ſorow,8: 
torment which he himſelfe feeleth. 

Ifa man behold himſelfe from top ro toe, he ſhall finde 
not one thing in him to moouc him to cruelty, but he ſhall 
ſee in himſelf e many inſtruments to cxerciſe mercy. 

For he hath cies to behold the needie,feete to goto the —_s 
church, eares to heare Gods word, hands to beſtretched *** 
tothe poore,a toong to vtter good things, an hart to loue 
God: and ro conclude,he hath vnderſtandingto know tho 
euill,and diſcretion to follow the good. 

God hath not giuen him ſcratching nails as to the car, 
nor poiſon as to the ſerpent, nor perilous feeteas to the 
ork: to {trike withall,nor bloodic recth as to the lion, but 
hath creared ys to be pirtitull, and commanded ys to be 
mercitull, 


Obedience. 


a S theelement of the fire, theelement 
, = of the aire, and the element of water 
6 do obey,and the element doth com- 
4 maundof the carth,, orthat againſt _ 
29<q@© their nature he bringeth themtothe © 
©.) earth, and all the noble and moſt 
= chiefeſt elements obedient to the 
=> moſt vile, onely to forme a bodie 
mixt, it is great reaſon that all obey one vertuous per- 
ſon, that the common wealth thereby might be the better 
gouerned. \ 

The ſecond reaſon is of the bodie and ſoule: The ſouleis Offices of 
the miſtres that commandeth, and the bodie the ſeruant thc _ 
which obeieth:for the bodie neither ſeeth, heareth,nor vn- m_ 
derſtandeth without the ſoule , but the foule doth theſe 
without the bodie. 

In that common wealth where one hath care for all, Pr 
al obey the commandement of that one,there God hal be 
{crued,the people ſhall profite, the good ſhall be Ro © 
Z- 2 | the 


60 Patience. 


_ theeuilldeſpiſed: and befides that, tyrants ſhall be ſup- 
reſſed. 3 
1 How manie people and realmes bicauſe they would not 
obey their prince by iuſtice, hath ſithence by cruel tyrants 
been gouerned with tyrannic; for 1t 1s a1uſt plague that 
thoſe which deſpiſe the (cepter of righteous princes ſhould 
feele and prooue the ſcourge of cruell tyrants. 
A happy c- O happie common wealth wherein the prince ftindeth 
mon wen. obcdicncein the people,and the peoplein like maner loue 
of the prince : for of the loue of the prince ſpringeth obe- 
| diencein the ſubiects, and of the obedience 1n the ſubiects 
ſpringeth the loue of the prince. 


Patience, 


Ook how much weoffend through 
the offence, ſo much do we appeaſe 
\ through patience. 
/ The patience which God vſeth in 
P \ not puniſhing our faultes, is greater 
than that which men haue in ſuffe- 
—{ ring the chaſtiſemet, bicauſe we1uſt- 
>= 2) ly offend, and iuſtly are puniſhed. 
The phraſe V2 T—" Ilaccountallin me at the diſpoſiti- 
heat; on of fortune, as well riches as other proſperities, and I 
eth, andnot keepe them in ſuch a place, thatat any hower in the night 
blind chance \yhen ſhe liſteth,ſhe may caric themaway and neuer awake 
me : ſothat though ſhe cary thoſe out of my cofers , ſhe 
ſhould neuer rob meof my patience. 
Patience 1n aduerſitie pleaſeth God,where as wrath pro- 
uoketh his indignation. 
Comfora: , VWeſece in a mans bodie by experience that there are ſun- 
blewords dry diſeaſes which are not cured with wordsſpoken , bur 


* many times 


helpechma. With the herbes thercunto applied, and in other diſeaſes 

ladies, The contrary 1s ſcen, which are not cured with coſtly me- 
_ dicines, but with comfortable words. | 

_- Whenthedilcaſes are not very olde rooted nor dange- 

rous, 


Peace. 
rous,it profiteth more oftentimes to abidea gentle feauer, 
than to take a ſharpe purgation. 
The impatient harr, eſpecially of a woman, hath no reſt 
till the ſee hir en1mie ru a | 5 
No patience can endure toſee a man obtainethat with- 
out trauell which he could neuer compaſſe by muchlabor. 


He is moſt vrihappy which is not patient in aduerſity,for vohapyic. 


men are not killed with the aduerſities they haue,but with 
the impatience which they ſuffer. 

Though wiſe men leeſe much they ought nor therefore 
to diſpaire, but that they ſhall come to1t againemn time, 
for in theend time doth not ceaſe to do his accuſtomed 
alterations , nor perfe& triends ceaſe not to do that 
which they ought. 

That man onely in this life may becalled ynhappy to 
whom God in his troubles hath not giuen patience. 


1: Peace; 


XR) E alone doth knowe howe pretious a thing . 


7 I&-71\39) peace is, which by experience hath felt the 
Fai bh extreeme miſerie of war. 
' .. &&| Thclife of a peaceable man is none 0- 
IE J ther then; a ſweete peregrination, and the 
SD =32%2="Y lite of ſeditious perions, 1s no other than 
along death, 

Euerle prince which loucth forraine wars, muſt needs 
hate the peace of his common wealth. 


S 


Wars abrod 
15 an enimiCc 


eAriftotle doth not determine which of theſe two is RIS 


That peace is more woorth that is ho 
vicorie which is bloodie, Tor fly getiiantl 

Inthe good war a man ſeeth of whom he ſhould take 
heede,but in the cuil peace no man knoweth whoto truſt. 


the molt excellent,cither ſtoutnes to fightin the wars, or 
policie to rule in peace. 
ſt, than is the 


Where peace is not,no man enioieth his owne; no man 
cancate without teare; no man {lceperhin goodreſt; no 
| man 


62 Pleaſure. 
man ſafe by the way; no man truſteth his neighbor ; and 
where there 1s no peace, we are threatned daily with 
death,andeuery houre in teare of our life. | 
Seeing Chriſt left to vs his peace, and commanded ys to 
peace, Keepethe fame, we ſhould not condiſcend for reuenging 
inturies toſhed mans blood : for the good chriſtians are 
commanded to bewaile their owne finnes, but they haue 
no licence to ſhed the blood of their enimies:and therfore 
I wiſhall princes for his ſake that is prince of peace, they 
loue peace; procure peace; keepe peace; & liue in peace; 
for in peace they ſhall be rich, and their people happie. 


Pleaſure. 


 &) Hat commeth of yaine pleaſure, no- 

[< thing bur the time euill ſpent, fa- 

= mine in way of perdition ; goods 

> conſumed; credit loſt; God offen- 
ded; and vertue ſlandered. 

” Of pleaſure wegetthe names of 


BD A brute beaſts, and the ſurnames of 


( 
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Fruits of 
pleaſure. 
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| Plexfureva, I would theeyes were opened to ſee how weliue decei- 


niſheth away qzed, for all pleaſures that delight the bodie, make vs be- 
with ſorrow, | x d , 
leeue that they come to abide with ys continually , but 
they vaniſh away with ſorrow immediately : on the con- 
trary, the infirmities that blinde the ſoule , ſay that they 
come tolodgeas gueſts, and remaine with vs continually 
as houſholders. 

Death isa miſcrable lake wherein all worldly men are 
drowned, for thoſe men that thinke moſt ſafely to paſle it 
ouer,remaine therein moſtſubrilly deceiued. 

Senfuatirie. | During the time that we liue in the houſe of this fraile 

fleſh, ſenſualirie beareth ſo greatarule,that ſhe will not ſuf- 
ferreaſon to enter in at the gate. 

Reaſon leadeth voluntarily to vyertue; and ſcnſualitic 

drawcth men againſt their wils to vices. 


Vices 


* 


_ mad, and the diſeaſe continuethwith himyntillrhe 
of death-: for thoſe that ve it hurt their conſciences, 


Pleaſure, 63 


Vices are of ſuch a qualirie, that they bringi\nor with 
them ſo Huch pleaſure when / come, as-they leaue 
ſorow behind them when they go; for the true pleaſure is 
not in the daily vice, which >denly oy ports inthe 
truth which euermore remainerh;2( 1 ctr Mem —_ 

Wiſe men after 50. yeeres ought rather: ſceke how to 5o.yecies. 
apply their mindes how to recciue death , than: ro-ſecke ' 
pleaſure how to prolong lite.” ' » - + 

How happy may that man be called that cindy raſted | 
what pleaſure meanerh. - lol vie L003 11208 11347 

Men that from their infancie haue'bitv brought 
pleaſure, for want of wiſedome; kriow-not/trow 
the good, and for lacke of force: cannor. relilt'the cuill, 
which is the cauſe that noble! naens ifomnes' oftentimes. | 
commit ſundry hainous offences. 

It is an infallible rule, thatthEmore Ah man giue himſclfe 
to pleaſure,the more he is intangled with vices, +... 

The rich men win with their labor and watching, and 
their ſons brought vp in pleaſure do conſume jtfleeping. 

Where there is youth; libertie; pleaſure; and money 3 | 
there will all the vices oft the world be reſident. | | of 

The greateſt vanitic, that raigneth among the childr Verkioat” | 
of yanitie, is, that the father cannot ſhew vnto theſonne vauirics.| 
his loue, butin ſuffering him to be RS " My tho plea- | 
ſures and vanities of this life, 

I with no greater penance to delicate —_ than in win- 
ter to {ce them without fire, and 1 in the itommer to want 
fre(h ſhadow. on wa O40) | 

Why are there ſo many vices oiled; in'thepallace of Whyvicesin | 
princes ? bicauſe pleaſure aboundeth & counſell wanterh, fpnces Pa 

Play as Seneca ſaith, is compared to the propertieand 
raging of a mad dog, with whom if a man be once bitten, Placs: 
vnles. he hath-preſene-remedie, foorthwich he, runnethy 


oe ee reins un th 1 BME rot tes FRG cnn a Saw ers Fro ery I c 


their time,and conſumetheir ſubſtance, * - 


Marcus Awrelins aith ff I knew the ov oidFomIth - oo 
me, 
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Carnall plea- nigzandalſo that men would not hate me: yet aſſure you 
Fl for the vilenes thereof I would not finin the fleſh. 

Carmall pea - eAri#torleſaith, all beaſts after the deeds of the fleſh are 

faſt, ſoric,ſaning onely 'the cacke.' > 
Reaſonal- Incarnall vices 41% thatbath the leak of that that ſenſu- 
ſenſualitic, ality deſteth;hath agreatdealemorethan reaſo alloweth. 

NT, Ifceno-other fruits of carnall pleaſure but that the bo- 
para: ape» die remaineth diſcaſed ; the vnderſtanding blinded; me- 


Fi: YAtLOM, 


pra. MOry dulled; fence corrupted will hurt; reaſon. ſubuer- 


nall pleaſure. ted; their good name loſt; and w ooritof all the fleſh re- 
maigerh alwaicsrfie{h, therefore fireis.not quenched with 
diiewood, but with coldwater. | + *- 
The fame of ,|'In the war honor by tarrieng is obreined; buti inthe vi- 
—— of the fteth thewictoric by _—_ is won. 


"2 ' F-11158 Prides: PLALS CAAK 4 
9. CAGE + Hojitgind anddifiainful: man for the 
=) molt 'part 'falleth into ſome euill 
C5©-chance, therefore it is a commenda- 
AS? ble medicine ſometimes to be perſc- 
1.” cured : for aduerfitie maketh 'a wiſe 
=> man to liue more mery and to walke 
D ) inlefledanger. 
What friendſhip can there be a- 
mon the proud, ſince the one will go before, and the 0- 
ther diſdatneth to come behind, 


Of Princes vid their as and fayings. 


Wt Poore woman coming before Claw- 

1 ds the Emperor with weeping cics 
46) tocraue Iuſtice, theigood prince /be- 
> 10g: mooued wich!compaiGon,. did 


gnotonely weepe asſhe did, but with 
his owne hands dried v the teares. 
Oftentimes thoſe that come be- 


F fore princes, doreturnmore — 
re 


8 


Theloue of 
Princes 1s 


beter fome- © 


Of Princes, with theiraGts and ſayings. 
red with the louethey ſhew them, than with the iuſtice 
they miniſter vnato them. 

Antonita Pires was ſuch a fauorer of poore widowes and 
orphans, that the porters which he kept within his pallace 
werenottolet theentrie of thepoore, but tolet and keep 
backe therich. 

To a prince there can be no greater infamie than to be 
longin words,and thort in rewarding his ſeruants. 

Couctous princes do not onelyſuſpe& their ſubicas, 
bur alſo themſelues. | 

The diſcaſes which God oftentimes ſendeth to princes, 
commeth not through the fault of humours, but through 
the corruption of maners, the which no medicine can re- 
{iſt, nor any other thingremedie. 


65 


times than 


Iuſtise. 


It is the chicteſt thing that can belong to a prince or 0- rheriches 
ther perſon,to be beloued for their gentle conuerſation,& ofprinecs. 


for their yprightiuſtice to be feared. 

It is neceſſary for princes to be ſtout and rich:for by their 
ſtoutnes they may gouerne their owne, and by their riches 
they may repreſle their enimies. 


The prince which is too liberall in giuing his owne,, is 


afterward compelled by neceſlitie to become a tyrant and 
take from others. 


If princes be proud,greedy,and ambitious after ſtrange Some hua- 


realmes, itis moſt certaine that they neede great treaſures 


crafter 


rang, 


to accompliſh their inordinate appetites: bur if they be re- realmes. 


poſed quiet, vertuous, patient, peaceable, & not couetous 
of the good of another man,what nced haue they of great 
treaſures. 
Princes become not poore for ſpending of their 
you vpon neceſſaries, but waſting it ypon things ſuper- 
ous. £ £0] 


High and noblc harts that feele themſclues wounded,do 


not ſo much eſteeme their owne paine, as to ſcetheir eni- 
mies toreioice at their griefe. 


It is better for a Prince to defend his country by iuſtice, 


than to conquere another rannic. 
, les K rx "The 
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66 Princes. 

Hamman IT REPrince is ingreat danger of damnation of ſouleif in 

offoule, His gouerment he hauc not alwaies before his eyes the 
feare and loueof the ſupreme prince, to whom we muſt 
render account of all our doings, for there is nothing (o 
puiſſant, butis ſubiect to the dtuine power. 

| That prince hath great occaſion to be yicious,which for 

his vice thinketh not to be chaſtiſed. 

Princes fearing neither God nor his commandements, 
do cauſe their realme & ſubic&s ro fallinto great miſerie : 
for it the fountaine be infected, it is impoſſible for the 
{treame thereof to be pure. t, | 

Peoplelike | We ſee by experience that as a bridle maſtreth an horſe, 

atfeacd, and a{terne the ſhip; ſo a prince be he good or bad, will at- 
ter him lead al! his people. If they ſerue God, the people 
will alſo ſerue him; it they blaſpheme God, the ſubie&s will 
dothelike;for it is impoſſible thata tree ſhould bring forth 
other truits than thoſe thar are agreeable to the roote, 


Princes ought to reſemble God more by vertuouſnes 
. than others. | | 


Pninces. 


WHARAs Hat ſhall vnhappy princes do which ſhall 
} render all their account to God onely,who 
Z{Y willnot be deceiued with words,corrupted 
| with gittes,feared with threatnings,nor an- 
E2 {wered with excuſes. ”- 
That Prince is more to be magnified 
which reformeth two vices amongſt his people, than he 
which conquereth ten realmes of his enimies. 

« Oprinces if ye knew how ſmall a thing it is to be hated 
of men, and loued of God, ye would not ceaſe night nor 
day to commend your ſelues vato God, for God 1s more 
mercifull in ſuccouring vs, than we are diligent in calling 
ypon him. | 

God did neuer create high eſtates to worke wickednes, 
but placed them in that degree, to the ende they m_ 
| Fe TARCTre- 


eee. 


Princes, 
thereby haue more occaſion todo him ſeruice, 


Princes take great paines to win other countries by cru- 


eltie,and little regard to mainetaine their owne by Iuſtice. 
All princes that be wilfull in their doings be abſolute of 
their ſentence. 
The prince that is wicked cauſeth his ſubie& to rebel, 8& 
the ſeditious ſubie& maketh his lord become a tyrant. 
Without all doubt 1t 1s more intollerable to haue the 


God did not ordaine princes and lords in this world,to 
eate more and drinke more,fleepe or reioice more than o- 
thers; but he created them ypon condition, that as he had 
made them to command more than others, ſo thould they 
be more iult in their lines than others, : 4-1 

The prince that hath his mouth full of truth; his hands 
open to giue rewards; and his cares ſtopt tolies; and his 
hart open to mercy ; ſuch a one may well be called happie, 
and the people fortunate that hath him, | 

Thaler being demaunded what a prince ſhould do to go» 
uerne others; he anſwered , Firſt ro gouerne himſelfe, and 
then afterward others: for it is impoſſiblethe wood ſhould 
be right where the ſhadow is crooked, , 

 Asthe office of the feete is not to ſee, but to gozthe office 
of the hands is not to heare, butto labour; ſhoulders not 
. tofeele, butto beare, euen as theſe offices are not '{eemely 
for the members, but tor the head: cuen ſo ſhould not ſub- 
ie&s haue to doe with that which appertaineth onely to 
the prince which is our head. | 

 Toaking it ſhould be no pleaſure buta paine and grief, 
and to the common people annolance, that the prince 
ihould alwaies be encloſed and ſhut vp: forthe prince that 
ſhutteth his gates againſthis ſubie&s,cauſeth them not to 
open their harts willingly to obey him. 

Curſed is that prince,and alſo vynhappy is that common 
weale where the ſeruants will not ſerue their lord but for 
reward,& the lord loue them bur for their ſeruice:for there 
15 neuer true loue where theres any particular intereſt. 

| K 2 Cicero 


harts burdened with ne prince and the necks with irons. . 
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Cicero in his Tuſculanes ſaith,that in old time the people 
rſ\waded their princes to communicate with the poore, 
and that they ſhould flie the rich, for among the poore they 


may learne to be mercifull, and among the rich nothing 
bur to be proud. 


Princes and gouernors. 


& He Prince for one vice cannot en» 
» dammage the people, but for being 
a,” too hautie & preſumptuous he may 
WRSy deitroy the common wealth. 
7” Iflordsand princes giue many oc- 
© & calions of euill will,- atterwards one 
*X© } onely ſufficeth to ſtir the ſubie&s to 
E deſtroy them : forif the lord ſhewe 
not his hatred,it is bicauſe he wil not; if the ſubie& do not 
reuenge,it 1s bicauſe he cannor. 
When a man will ſpeak of princes that are dead before a 
| princealiue,heis bound to praiſe one onely vertue which 
f they had, and hath no licence to reueale the vices, whereof 
they werenoted. - 

The good deſerneth reward, bicauſe he endeuoreth him- 
ſelfe to follow vertue: the cuill likewiſe deſerueth pardon, 
bicauſe through frailtic he conſented to vice. | 

Theodofius What princes ought to do to be good : when ſage prin- 
_ ces ſhall walke they ought to haue with 'them wiſe men, 
and when he is at meate to reaſon how to order his life 
and the common wealth; and ar vacant times to counſel 
_ - withthe ſage. 

For the knight that entreth into the field to giue battell 
without weapon, isas hardy as the prince that wil gouern 

thecommon wealth without the counſell of wiſe men. 

Princes that are yoong are giuen moſt comonly to vices: 
forin the one partyouth raigneth,and on the other hone- 
ſte wanteth; ro ſuch truly vices are dangerous, ſpecially if 
they want the wiſe ro counſell them , to keepe them _ 
c 
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' Princes and gouernors. 69 
euill companie : for the couragious youth will not be 
brideled, nor the great libertie chaſkiſed. 
Princes no doubt haue great need of wiſe men to coun- 
ſell them neere about them : for ſince they are inthe view 
of all, they haue leſle licence to comit vice than any of all. 
Princes ought to be circumſpet whome they truſt with The care of 
the gauernment of the realme, and to whome they com- princes in 
mit the leading of their armies; whome they doſendas proreeor, 
embaſladors into ſtrange countries; and whome they <*prancan 
truſt to receiue and keepe their treaſures: but much more and reaſu-' 
circumſpeR ought they to be in examining of thoſe whom FL&X<ow 
they chooſe to be their counſellors : for looke what he 1s 
that counſclleth the princeat home in his pallace, ſolike- 
wiſe ſhall his renowme bein ſtrange countries, and in his 
ownecommon wealth. 
Ler princes know if they do not know, that of the ho- \ ,rinces 
neſtic of their ſeruants; of the prouidence of their coun- wellordered | 
ſellers; of the ſagenes of their perſons; andof the order of yuruers 
their houſe dependeth the weltare of the common wealth, *<publike 
for it is impoſlible for that tree whoſe rootes are dried vp, "© 
ſhould be (cene to beare greene leaues. 
The fault that princes haue, is, that they are prompt 
and bold to talke of vertues, and in executing them they 
are fearefull and verie (lacke. 
And although we have licence to praiſe their yertues, 
yetare we bound todifſemble their vices. $i 
Counſellors and officers of princes ought to beſo iuſt, officers 
that ſheares cannot find what to cut away in theirliues, *>2=*the 
not that there needeth any needle or threed to amend * 
their fame, 
Wo,wo,be to the land where the lord is vicious, the ſub- 
__ ſeditious,the ſeruant couctous,and the counſeller ma- 
icious. 

The prince that isa friend to flatterers,of neceſſitie muſt 
be an enimie of the truth. | ie 

Theparticular loue of princesin that they ſhew moreto ,,..,.;. 
one than to another, breedeth oftentimes much enuic in cominencie 


their when prin» 


7 


Wherein 
princes | 


ſhould glory. 


Why p.ances 
commit 
folle. 


A miſerablc 
land. 
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their realmes: for the one being loued, the other hated, of 
this commeth hatred; of hatred commeth euill thoughts; 
and of cuill thoughts proceedeth malice; of malice com- 
meth euill words, which breake outinto woorſedeeds. 

Princes ought to forbid; and ſages ought not to con- 
ſent, that the quarrellers ſhould trouble the peacemakers: 
for when the poopie do riſe, immediately couetout! neS1SA4- 
waked. 

The noble and valiant princes when they ſce them- 
ſclues with other princes , or that they are preſent in great 
a&es,ought to ſhewe the franknes of their harts;the great- 
nes of their realmes; the loue of their common wealth; & 
the preheminence of their perſon ; and aboue all the diſci- 
pline of the court; and the grauitie of their counſell; for 
the ſage and curious men ſhould not behold the prince in 
the apparell which he weareth, but the men which he hath 
to counſell him. 

Princes oftentimes of their owne nature be good : and 


by euill connerfation onely they are made euill. 


They which haue charge to gouerne thoſe that do go- 
uerne,without compariſon ought to feare more the vices 
of a king, than the enimies of therealme. : for the enimies 
are deſtroicd in a batrtel, but vices remaine during life,and 
in the ende enimies donot deſtroy but the poſſeſſions of 
the land, but the vicious prince deltroieth the good man- 
ners of the common wealth. 

Why do princes commit folly? bicauſe flatterers aboun- 


_ deth that deceiuerth them , and true men wanteth that 


ſhould ſerne them. 

Princes deſcrueth more honor for the good. meanes 
they vic in their affaires, than forthe good ſucceſle where- 
vnto it commeth:for the one is guided by aduenture, and 
the other aduanced by wiſedome. 

Theland is with much miſerie compaſſed,where the go- 
uernance of the yoong 1s ſo cuill, that all with for the reai- 
uing of the dead. 

It is Umpoſhble chat the people be well goucrned if the 

ma- 


- Seruants. © 71 
magiſtrates that gouerne them be in theirliues difſolute. - 
Princes in doubtfull matrers ought not onely to demand x, qoubrga 
counſell of all the good that be aliue, but alſo to take pains mauers. 
to talk with the dead, that is,to read the deeds of the good 
1n their writings. 


 Toaprince that ſhall be aninheritor, one yeeres puniſh- Puniſhment 
ment (hall be better woorth then xx.yeeres pleaſure; 80 nevenaric. 
A prince 1s as the gouernour of the ſhip,a ſtanderd of a 7Þ< <ctni 
battell,a defence of the people, a guid of the wais, afather prince. 
of the orphanes,a hope of pupils,and a treaſure of all. 
The glory of a prince is that in his works he be ypright, Glorie of a 
and in his words he ſpeake verie diſcreet. Mae 
The vertues of princes ſhould be ſo manie, thatall men 
might praiſe them, and their vices ſo fewe that no man 
might reproone them, | 
Princes are lords of all things, ſauing of iuſtice, where- , _.' -., 
of they are onely but to miniſter. things ſawing 
I would to God that princes did make an account with <<: 
God in the thingsof their conſcience touching the com- 
mon wealth,as they do with men touching their rents and 
renenewes. 
Many crouch to princes with faire words , as though Diſſimulatis, 
they ment good ſeruice ro him, their intent being by de- 


ceit to get ſome office,or to ſeeke ſome profite. 


Big 
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£29.02 Councell thoſe that beſeruants to great lords, 
IS R2 that their labours be accounted rather honeſt 


k2 than wiſe: for the wiſe man can but pleaſe, but 
5 the honeſt man can neuerdiſpleaſe, 


Ofthe roong,and ofthe (landerer or backbiter. 
: is moſt certaine and ſure, that of Hollie we looke 


for prickes ; of Acornes huskes ; of Nettelles ſting 
> ing ;and of thy-mouth malice, I haue alſo I 
note 


72 Of forowandgriefe, 
7 noted, I ncuer ſaw thee ſay well of any, nor I neuer knew } | 
any that would thee good. | 
0Jauim, Oftanianthe Emperor being demanded why doing good 
to all men, he ſuffered ſome to murmure againſt him ;. he 
anſwered , He that hath made Rome tree from enimies, 
hath alſo ſer at libertic the roongs of malicious men. 
That is a cruell thing that the life & honor of thoſe that 
be good,ſhould by the toong of the euill be meaſured. 
Theroong, As inthe forge the coales cannot be kindled withour 
ſparkes,nor as corruption cannot be tn the ſinkes without 
ordure,ſo he that hath his hart free from malice, his toong 
is always occupicd in ſweet and PR ſayings:and con- 
trariwiſe, out of his mouth whole ſtomack is infe&ed with 
malice, proccedeth always words bitter,and ful of poiſon. 
It is an old diſeaſe of cuill men through malice to back- 
Backbite. bite with their toong , which through their cowardnes 
they ncuer durſt enterpriſe with their hands. 


Of ſorow and gricte. 
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| 89 Ep Rictcis a friend of ſolitude, enimic of compa- 
EA - R2 nic, alouer of darknes, ſtrange in conuerſati- 
-- |G x 0n,and heire to deſperation. _ 
SO 2 Sith fortune is knowen of all, ſhe ſuffereth 
| Cog not hir (clfe to be defamed of one; and it is 
better to thinke with fortune how thou maieſt remedy thy 
ſclfe,than to thinke with griefe how to complaine. 
There are diuers men which to publth theirgriefe are 
very carefull, but toſceke remedy are very negligent. 

We ſuffer griefes and know them not; with the hands 
wetouch them and perceitue them not; we go ouer them 
and ſee them not; they ſound in our eares and we heare 
them not; they daily admoniſhvs, and we do not beleeue 
them: finally, we feele the wound ,and ſce not the remedy. 

Auoide the Experience doth teach vs , with alittic blaſt of winde 
ateotenill. the fruitdoth fall; with a little ſparke of fire the houſe is 
kindled; with a little rocke the ſhip is broken; at a _ 

as one 


of ſorowand griefe. ll "3 


' ſtone the foote doth ſtumble; with a little hooke they take | 
grear fiſh ; and with alittle wound dieth a great perſon : I 

meane that our lite 1s ſo fraile,and fortune {o fickle, thatin 
that part where we are beſt harneſſed, we are " woun- _ 


ded and grieued. 
The heauic and ſorowfull harts of this world feele no 
greater grietethan to ſee others reioice at their ſorrowes. | 

To men of long lite without compariſon the diſeaſes are The havvet = | 
more which they ſuffer,than the yeeres are which they liue. 9 long lite, | 

If the daics be few wherein we (ce the elements without | 
clouds, tewer are the howers wherein we fecle our harts 
withour cares. 

As much difference as 1s betweene the bark & the tree ; 
the marow and the bone; the corne and the ſtraw; the gold 
and the drofle; the truth and dreames, ſomuch is there to 
heare the trauels of another, and taſte his owne. 
Greater is the diſeaſe that proceedeth of ſorow,than that Hard to cure 
- whichprocecdeth ofthe feuer quartane: & therofenſuerh, {ne aura, 
that more eaſily he is cured which of corrupt humors 1s thoughss. 
ful,than he which with profound thoughts is oppreſſed. 
There 1s no griete that ſo much hurteth a perſon,as when | | 
he himſelfe is cauſe of his owne paine. — ms 
Men which haue not God mercifull, and men friendly ; | 
do cate the bread of gricfe,and drinke the teares of forow. 
There is no greater torment to the hart, than when itis 
difterred from that which it greatly deſired _ | 

If all things as they betelt at hart,ſhould be ſhewed out- | 
ward with the toong, Ithinke that the winds ſhould break | 
the hart with ſighings,and water all the earth with teares. 

It thecorporall etes ſaw theſorow of the hart, I belecue x;., wc no: l 
they ſhould ſee more blood ſweating within, than all the tbcharrs ' 
weeping thatappeereth without. | wet 

There is no compariſon of the great dolors of the body, Gricte of 
with the leaſt griefe of the mind. —_— 

For all trauell of the bodie men may find ſome remedie; 
but if the heauie hart ſpeake,it is not heard; if it weepe, it 
1s not ſcene; if it complaine,itis not beleeued, | 
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Pythagoras. 


Thetoong. 


* Iknowno remedie but this, to abhorre the life where- 


with it dicth,and to deſire death wherewith it liverh. 


. The toong. 


Z>a.N7 Oble and ſtoute perſonages though 
RI) LE XFF7; they would be eſteemed and tudged . 
\S 15 true in their ſayings, hauing ſeene 


many wonders with their etes , yet 
when they make report of them , 
> they oughtto be verie moderate in 
their toongs: for itis a very ſhame to 
an honeſt man to declare any thing 
-* wherein may be any doubt whether 


it be true or not. 

When a woman is mery,ſhe alwaies babbleth more with 
the toong,than the knoweth in hir hart. 

Men do not vtter halfe their griefe, bicauſe their wofull 
and heauie hart commandeth the eiesto weepe, and the 
toone to befilent. 

The chiefeſtthing which God gaue vnto man, was to 
know and be able to ſpeake, for otherwiſe(the ſoule reſer- 
ued)the brute beaſts are of more valew than dombe men. 

Pythagor44.commanded that all men which are dombe 
and without ſpeech, ſhould immediatly and without con- 
tradiction be baniihed and expulſed from the people: and 
the cauſe why he commended this, was, that he ſaid, that 
the toong is mooued by the motions of the ſoule,and that 
he which had no toong, had no foule. 

The toong which is noble,ought to publiſh the goodnes 
of the good, to the end that all know it, and the frailenes 
of the wicked oughtto be difſembled and kept ſecret that 
it be not followed. | | 

If the body of a man without the ſoule is little regarded; 
I ſweare vnto thee that the toong of a man without truth, 
1s much leſſe eſteemed. 

 Astheſword pierceth the body,ſo the toong deftroieth 


the 


CSS 
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the renowme. 


There are many which are of a goodly toong and wic- 
ked life. | | 

Wiſe men ought to feare more the infamie of the little 
pen,than the ſlander of the babling mony 

All corporall members in a man waxeth old, ſauing the Hart and 
inward hart and outward toong : for the hart is alwaics "5 
groue to beare the fruit of euill, and the toong alwaies 

ruitfull to tell lies. 


Time, 


* 2-12 <D-4758 Here is nothing needeth more cir- 
G3 = r---»\.* cumſpection than the meaſuring of 
- ” —> Time : for that Time ſhould be mea- 


7 \ 39 ſured ſo 1uſtly, that by reaſon no 
{ 7® Time ſhould want to dowell,nor any 
28 time abound to do euill. 
D) Thattime may be accounted loſt Tinelos, 
8 which is ſpent without the ſeruice of 
God, or profit of our neighbor. 
Time in all things bringeth ſuch change and alteration, 
that thoſe we haue once ſcene to be greatlords, within a 
while after we haue ſeene ſlanes. 
Deceiue not your ſelfe to ſay there is time forall amen- 
dement, for time is in the hand of God to diſpoſe. 


Wars. 


> © 2eC2ZN time of war princes cannot re- 
"Fa", forme vices, nor corre& the vici- 

=\ ( & ous. | 
<= They which mooue warre, or in- 
£3, treate it , ought to conſider that 
= If it come not well to paſſe all 
the blame ſhall bee imputed vnto 
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be not able, preſently to recompence the loſle, let himaf- 
ſure himſelte that his ſoule hereafter ſhall endure the pain. 

In examining of hiſtories we thall find more defamed 
for beginning of wars, than renowmed for vanquiſhing of 
theirenimies. 

Acontution. Tn wars they do noughrtelſe but kill men,ſpoile the peo- 

ple, deſtroy innocents, g:ue libertie tothecues, ſeperate 

friends, raiſe ſtrife, all which can not be done without hin- 

derance of iuſtice,and {crupulolitie of conſcience. 
 _-. __ _ Before wars be begun, it would be conſidered what loſſe 
Foreſight in | » 

warsine. and what profhte may enſue. 

cellui. — Noneatre fit for the wars but ſuch as little eſtceme their 

lives, and much lefle their conſciences. 

If war were oncly the cull againſt the euil, there were no 
thought nor care to be taken, but where honor,fame,glo- 
ry,and riches are taken priſoners,it 1s a lamentable matter 
that ſo many wiſe, good,and vertuous be loſt, 

Tuſt war 1s more woorth than faincd peace, forlooke 
how much his enimie offendeth for taking it, fo much 
he offendeth his common wealth for not defending ir. 

Women in Women in times paſt were led to the wars to dreſfe 
meate for the whole, and to cure the wounded : but now 
to the end that cowards {hould haue occafions to beef- 

, feminate,and the valiant to be vicious. 

Thevalure Men whichin peace ſeeme molt fierce, in time of war 

me  ſhewthemſclues moſt cowards : and likewiſe men full of 
words are for the moſt part cowards indeeds. 


Women. 
A friendly -—=& Nd ith God hath commanded and 
exhertation, - 3” « Our tace doth permit , that the life 


-/of men can not paſſe without wo- | 
> men , I aduiſe the youth, and be- 
SQ ſeech the aged, I awake the wiſe 


ſ/ , 


\ KS.) and inſtruc the ſimple, to ſhunne 
I. women of euill name, more than 
x7 the common peſtilence. 

She 


Women. _ Y 
Shee that will be accounted honeſt, let hirnot truſtto ,, ... 
the wiſcdome of the wiſe, nor commit hir fame to the glaſſe for a 
wanton youth, let her take heede what he 1s that promi- "2 
ſeth ought, for after that the flames of Yenws is ſet on fire, 
and Cxpid (hot his arrowes; the rich offereth all that he 
hath, and the poore all that he may, the wiſe man will be 
for euer hir fricnd, & the ſimple man for cuer hir ſeruant, 
the wiſe man will looſe his lite for hir, and the ſimple man 
willaccept his death for hir. wr 
Itis great perillto wiſe women to be neighbored with yo bea 
fooles; great perill tothe ſhamefaſt, to be with the ſhame- heed of the 
leſſe;grear perill to the chaſte to be with the adulterers; for po "a 
the honorable to be with the defamed, there is no flande- qeuournor 
red woman bur thinketh euery one like hirſelte, or at leaſt Þ*/<*!y 
delireth ſo; procureth ſo; and ſaieth ſo : in the end to hide 
their infamie they ſlander thegood. 
Diuers things ought to be borne in the weakenes of wo- Yomens 
men,which in the wiſedome of men are not permitted. pardonable. 
I know not whart 1uſtice this is,that they kil men for rob- 
bing and ſtcalingof monie, and ſuffer women to liue that 
ſteale mens harts. 
Women haue more neede of remedie, than of good 
counſell. 
The beautie of women ſertteth ſtrangers on deſire, and 
putteth neighbors on ſuſpection : to great menit giueth 
feare; to meane men enuie ; tothe parents infamie; to 
themſclues perilh with great paine it1s kept thar is deſired 
of manie. | | 
The moſt laudable and holy companie in this life is of Avermous 
the man and woman, eſpecially if the woman be vertuous : 
the wife withdraweth all the ſorowes from the hart of hir 
—_— and accomplitheth his deſires whereby he liueth 
art reſt. 
A man of vnderſtanding ought not to keepe his wife ſo 
ſhort,that ſhe ſhould ſeem to be his ſeruant; nor yet to giue 
hir ſo much libertie that ſhe becometh therby his miftres. 
The good wite may be compared to the pheſant, whoſe 
feathers 
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A woman 
with childe.. 


A ſinulitude; 


Another (i- 
militude. 


A nurſe, 


Women, 


feathers we little eſteeme, and regard much the bodie : 
but the cuill woman to the Marterne,whoſe skin we great- 
ly account of,and vtterly deſpiſe the bodie. 

The complexion of women with childe is very delicate, 
and the ſoule of the creature is very precious, and there- 
fore it ought with great diligence to be preſerucd : for all 
the treaſure of the Indiesis not fo precious, or in value e- 
quall to that which the woman beareth in hir bowels; 
whena man planteth a vineyard, toorthwith he maketh a 
ditch,or ſome fence about it, to the end beaſts ſhould not 
crop it while it is yoong, nor that trauellers ſhould gather 
the grapes when they are ripe; if the laborer to get alittle 
wine onely, which tor the bodie and ſoule is not alwaies 
profitable, doth\this, how much more circumſpection 
ought the woman to haue to preſerue hir childe, {ince ſhe 
ſhall render account vnto the Creator of a creature, vnto 
the Church of a Chriſtian,vnto hir husband of a childe. 

The birds when they haue hatched, hauing but ſixe lit- 
tle ones, haue neither milke to nouriſh them, nor corne to 
giuc them; ; neither haue they wings to flie; nor teathers to 
couer them; nor any other thing to defend them; and yet 
the mother in all this weakenes and pouertie forſaketh 
them not, nor committeth them to any other, but brin- 


geth them vp hir ſelfe; how much more ought a chriſtian 


woman to nouriſh and bring vp that with hir breſts which 
ſhe once carried in hir wombe, rather than commit it into 
the hands of another woman, who bicauſe ſhe bare 1 it not, 
cannot haue the like tender care ouer 1t, 

Children are neuer ſo well beloued of their mothers, as 
when they be nouriſhed of their owne brelts, 

If women for excuſe ſhould ſay that they are weake,ten- 
der,and that they haue found a good nurſe; I anſwer, that 
the nurſe hath ſmall loue to the childe which ſhe nurſeth, 
when the ſeeth the vngentlenes of the mother that bare it, 
for ihe alone doth nouriſh the childe with loue, which did 
beare it with paine. 

 eAriftotle (aith ar achilde at the mo ought to "—_ 

ut 
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but two yeeres; and at the leaſt one yeere and a halfe; for-*\2*1"s 


if he ſucke leſſe heis in danger to be ſicke, and if he ſucke Mhouldſuck. 
more, he ſhall be alwaies tender. 

All women are bound to loue their husbands, ſince that Avomans. 
willingly and not by compulſion they were not enforced inmacriage, 
totake them. In like maner if the marriage pleaſe not the 
woman ſhe hath not ſo much cauſe to complain of hir huſ- - 
band for asking hir, as ſhe hath reaſon to miſlike with hir- | 
ſelfe that accepted him. . 

The wife to ſerue hir husband in his life time procee- Ablacke 
deth oftentimes of feare, but toloue him and honor him *** 
in his graue proceedeth of loue. 

A woman cannot ſay euill of hir husband, but ſhe doth 
witnes diſhonor to hirſelfe. 

I would counſell women not to preſume to command 
their husbands, and admoniſh husbandes not to ſuffer 
themſelues to be ruled by their wiues : for in ſodoingIac- 
count it no otherwiſe than to cate with the feete, and tra- 
uell with the hands, to gowith their fingers, and to feede 
themſelues with their toes. | 

There is an old diſeaſe that happeneth to beautifull wo- 
men, thatthere be manie that dehie them, and mo that 
{lander them. 

Itlittle anaileth man and wife that their goods be com- 
mon,and their wils priuate: for if the man and wife in loue 
do difter,in their liues they ſhall neuer bequiet. 

The want of magnanimitie in the female ſexe, is ſuppli- 75*%opoer 
ed with the excellencic of quicke conceitand inuention. yenecaue. 

Thereaſon why women for the more part exceede men 
in beantie and good complexion is for that they are an ef- 
fe of a pure cauſe,namely of man,a creature polithed,and 
not formed as man immediately out of groſle earth. 

After the creation of the world and mankind, God pre- 


ferred the companie of a woman as a comfort ynto man 


exceeding all others. 
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Saying and 
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be maricd There is nothing more infamous than to preſume to be 


withour di- 


UYOTCE, 


Good works. 


> 26 Hey that be old and ancient, ought 
PZ) to praiſe their good works rather tha 
JI their white haires : for honor ought 
RSYY? to be giuen for the good life,and not 
ly” for the white head. 
| Topraiſevertuous works we great- 
Tem X@ ) ly deſire, but to put them in yre we 
f, \ hs” 
RILEY —ARarec very ſlow. 

If Ihaue committed any euill,itis impoſſible to find any 
that will do me good : butit I haue done well,no man ſhal 
be able todo me wrong. | 

Men are not bound to tudge others by the good nature 

they haue, but by the good andeuill works which they do. 

That man 1s perte&t who in his owne opinion deſerueth 
notthat he hath, and in the opinion of an other deſeruceth 
much more than that he poſleſleth. | 

; , The vertuous ought to conforme their works to that 
alq they ſay,and publiſh their words with their deeds. 


wiſe,and deſirous to be counted vertuous: chiefly,for hun 
that ſpeaketh much,and worketh little. 
Oneecuill worke ſufficeth to deface many good works. 


The world and worldly proſperitie. | 


M2 IG R8 He proſperous eſtate whereupon the 


& ſtirre them, a little calme of mo 
$© ) ritic doth open them, and ſodenly 
Fe death doth confound them. 
eing that they cannot be perpetuall, do procure 


=© - 


Men ſe 


to continue themſelues in raiſingvp proud buildings, _ 
ca- 


The world and worldly profperitie. $i 
—_— to their children great eſtates, wherein I account 
them fooles nd lefle than in things ſyperfluous. Admit 

the pillars be of gold, the beames of filuer, and that thoſe 

that ioyne them be kings, and thoſe which build them 

are nobles, in which they conſume a thouſand yeeres be- 

fore they can haue it out of the ground, or come to the 
bottom; I ſweare they ſhall find no ſteadie rocke where 

they may build their houſe ſure, nor cauſe their memory 

to be perpetuall. 

If men knew the worlg with his deceits, why doe they 
ſcruehim,if they do nor,why do they follow him ? 

The world hath this condition, to hide mughcopper Theworld 
ynder alittle gold; vnder the color of one trath he relleth <- nx 
vsa thouſand lies,and with one ſhort pleaſure he mingleth 
ten thouſand diſpleaſures, 

Would ye not take the thiefe for a foole that would buy 
the rope wherewith he ſhould be hanged:and the murthe- 
rer the ſword wherewith he ſhould be beheaded : and the 
traitor that ſhould offer himſete in place for to bequarte- 
red : the rebell that ſhould diſcloſe himſelfe to be ſtoned : 
than are they I (weare more fooles that know the world 
and will follow it. | | 
Theancients in times paſt did ſtriue which of the could Our ance- 
furniſh moſt men; haue moſt weapons; & keepe moſt hor- Rorsriches. 
ſes: but now a daies they contend who hath the fineſt wit; © 
who can heape vp greateſt treaſure; and who can keepe 
moſt ſheepe. They ſtriued who ſhould keepe moſt men, but 
in theſe daies who can haue moſt reuenues. - Lo 
Now itisſo, that one hauing monieto buy alordſhip, 
immediately he is made a knight; and whenheis made 
knight, it is not to fight againſt the enimiesin the fielde; ; 


CClts. 


but more freely to commit vices, and oppreſle the poore 
at home. 

What profiteth vs to defire much, to procure much, to 1 
attaine to much ſith our daies are ſo briefte,and our perſon 1! 
ſo fraile. | k 

Men are decciued thatthinke that temporall goods 
M 1 ſhall 
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The world and worldly proſperitie. 
ſhall remaine with them during life. 

I ſee no greater miſhaps to Fa to any, thanvnto them 
which haue the greateſt riches : ſo that we may boldly ſay, 
that he alone which is ſhut in the graune,is in ſafegard from 
the inconſtancie of fortune. 

 Theearth is cold and dric; the water cold and moiſt;the 
aire hote and moiit; the fire hote and dric. 

The wicked world is the euill life of the w orldlings 
where the earth is the deſire; fire the couerice; water the 
inconſtancie; aire the tolly ; the ſtones are the pride ; the 
flowers of trees the thoughts; the deepe ſea the hart. 

The worldlings and their worldly lines, are called the 
world : for ſinnes they be called the ſeruants of ſinne,and 
muſt be ſubie&ts of the deuill. 

Pride, auarice, enuie, blaſphemie, pleaſures, lecherie, 
negligence/glutronie, ire, malice, vanitie,and folly : thisis 
the world againſt which we tight all the daies of ourlife ,& 
where the good are princes of vices, and vicesarelords of 
the vicious. 

This world is our cruell enimie: A deceitefull friend 
that alwaies keepeth vs in trauell, and taketh from vs our 

cſt,he robberth vs of-our treaſure, and maketh himſelfe 
whe teared of the good, and is greatly beloued of the 

will. It 1s that which of the goods of others 1s prodigall 


- ofhis owne very miſerable; the inuenter of all vices; and 


the ſcourge of all vertues: itis he which emertainerh all 
his in Aattery and faire ſpeech; bringing men to difloluti- 
on; robbeth the renowme of thoſs that be dead; and ſac-© 


keth the good name of thoſc that be alive. This curſed 


world 1s he which toall oughtto render account, and of 
whom none dare to aske account. 

He ſhould beare falſe witnes that would ſay: that in this 
world there 1s any thing aflured, healthfull, and true : as 
he that would ſay in heauen there is any thing vnconſtanr, 
varlable,or talſe. 

I marvell not though the worldlings at euery moment 
be deceiued, ſince ſuperficiouſly they behold the world 


with 
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with theireies, & loue it profoundly with their harts, (but 
if they deſired as profoundly) to conſider it as they do 
vainly follow it,they ſhould ſee very plainly that the world 
did not flatter them with proſperitie, but threaten them 
with aduerſitie; ſo that vnder the greateſt point of the Die 
which is the f(ile,is hid the leaſt which is the aſe. 

The world 1s of ſuch a condition,thar if he let vs reſt onr 
firſt leepe,that commonly erethe morning, yea ſomtimes 
within an howerafter,he waketh vs with anew care. 

Suppoſe that the world doth honor you much, flatter peceir of 
you much, viſite you oft,offer you great treaſures,and giue *h<vorld. 
you much : yetitis not bicauſc he will gine you litle and | 
lictle, but that afterwards he might take it all from you in 

one day : for itis the cuſtome of the world, that thoſe men 
which aboue al men are ſer before, now at aturne they are 
fartheſt behind. 4 
| O filthy world,that when thou doſt receiue vs, thou doſt 
calt vs off; when thou doit aſſemble vs, thou doſt ſeperate 
vs; when thou ſeemelt to reioice vs , thou makeſt vs ſad; 
when thou pleaſeſt vs how quickly thou doſt diſpleaſe vs; 
when thou cxalteſtvs, how thou humbled vs; and when 
thou doſt chaſtiſe vs, how doft thou reioice? 

As men bediuers in geſtures,ſo are they much more va- the world a 

riable in their appetites: & ſith the world hath experience Txtertor all | 


ig kind of 
in many yeeres, 1t hath appetites prepared for all kind of pie. * © ; 


people: for the preſumptuous he procureth honors : to j 
the auaricious, he procureth riches; and to thoſe which 
are glutrons, he preſenteth diuers meats; the carnall he 
blindeth with women;the negligent, he feedeth with reſt; 
and thus he doth baite themas fiſh, & in the end will catch. 
them in the nets of all vices. 
If at thefirſttemptations we had reſiſted the world, it 
were impoſible that ſo oftentimes it durſt aſſault ys, for of 
our ſmall reſiſtance,commeth his ſo great boldnes. 
The world hath made vs now ſo ready to his law,thatfro 1aferuin y 
one hower toanother it changerh the wholeeltate of our Teworld | | 
life: ſo thatto day he maketh ys hate that which yeſterday chargelings. | 
| M 2 we 
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weloued : he cauſeth ys to complaine of that which we co- 
mended: he maketh vs to be offended with that which be- 
fore we did deſire : and to account thoſe our mortall eni- 
mies,which before we accepted as our ſpeciall friends, 
If he did giue any perfe& or certaine thing,we were the 
rather to ſerue him:but he giueth the with ſuch condition, 
that they ſhal render it to him again,when he ſhall demand 
it,and not at the deſcretion of him that doth poſleſle it. 

, The world hath no good thing to giue vs , but onely by 
lending or by vſurie-: if it be by vſurie, there is no gaine of 
money, but rather returne with reſtitution of vices : it ye 
aske whether he hath any vertuous thing in his gouer- 
nance, he will anſwere that he doth ſell ſuch marchandiſc 
in histhop , and therefore cannot giue that which he hath 
not for himſelte. 

It ye exchange any thing with it,he is ſo ſubtill to ſell, and 
{o curious to buy,that that which he taketh ſhalbe of great 
meaſure,and that which he ſelleth ſhall want waight. 

vir" which are in proſperitic haue no leſſe need of good 
ell,than the vnhappy hath of remedy. 

When euery man thinketh he hath made peace with 
ems che the hath anew demaund ready forged. 

— Man being borne in the world; nouriſhed in the world; 


Hhuingin the world; being a childe of the world;and folow- 


ing the world; what is man to hope for of the world, but 
things of the world ? 

Man alone thinketh toeate the fleſh without bones ; to 
glue battell without perill,to trauell without paine,& ſaile 
by the ſeas without danger: but itis impoſſible for morrall 
men to liue 1n the world vnleſſe they will become ſubicas 
to the ſorowes of the world. 

| Weare now cometo ſo great folly, that we forget and - 
will not ſerue God that created vs, norabſtaine from the 
world that perſecuteth ys. | 

O filthy world how far art thou from iuſt ; and how far 
ought they to be fro thee which deſire to beiuſt, for natu- 
rally thou art a friend of nouelties & anenimie of yertues. 


How 
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How much do we put our truſtin fortune; how lewdly 
do we paſſe our daies; how much blindedin the world;yet 
for all that we . pwn him ſo much credite, as thaugh he had 


neuer decelued ys. 
The worldis anembaſſadorofthe euill , andaſcourge 


| of the good ; a nurſe to vices; and atyrant to vertues; a 


breaker of peace; a maintainer of war; atableof pamo_ng 
anda fornace of concupiſcence; itis thedanger of Chany 

d:s where the harts do pany nd the perill wr Scylla —_ 
the harts do waſte. 

The men thatare borne of womenare ſo cuil a generati- 
on,& ſo cruellinthe world wherein we liue, and fortune ſo 
empoiſoned with whom we frequent, thatwe cinot eſcape 
without being ſpurned with his feet; bitten with his teeth; 
torne with his nailes; or empoiſoned with his venime. 
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If aſtranger or neighbor yea our proper brother do enuy Note. 


vs, we will neuer pardon him though he carnelily requelt 
it,yet ceale we not to follow the world, though he continu- 
ally perſecute vs, thus we ſee thatwedrawe our ſwords a- 
gainſt flies,and will kill the elephants with needels. 


Some I ſee which willingly fall; and ſome which would Note: 


recouer themſclues. I finde thatall do complaine but fewe 
that will amend. 

Riches, yourh, pride, andlibertie , are fowre plagues 
which poiſon princes, repleniſh the common wealth with 
filth, kill the liuing,and defame the dead. 

How vnhappie are they which are in proſperitie, for 
iuſtly they that be ſer vpin high eſtate cannot flee from 
the perill of Scy//a, without falling into the danger of Cha- 
rybazs. 

: O miſerable world , thou art a ſepulchre of the dead, a 


priſon of the liuing; a ſhop of vices; a hangman of vertues; 


an obliuion of antiquitie; an enimic of things preſent; a 
ſnare of therich; a burthen to the poore; a houſe of pil- 
grims; and a den of theeues. 


O world, thou art a ſlanderer of the good; arauener of 


the wicked; a decciuer ; and an abuſer of all; and toſpeake 


the 
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The og cop cally bendperkle 


thetruth, iris impoſlible to liue contented, much lefſe to 


livein honor, in the which 15 moſt to be lamented, cither 
the cuill man aduanced without deſert, or the good man 
ouerthrowne without cauſe. 

The tokens of a valiant captain are wounds of weapons: 
and the ſ{igne of a ſtudious perſon Is the deſpiſing of the 
world. 

{Not thoſe that haue moſt knowledge , but thoſe that 


_ haue moſt riches in the common wealth do command, I 
doubt whether the diuine power hath depriued them, or 


that the wordly malice hath loſt the taſte of them. 

O world, world, I knowe not how toeſcape thy hands, 
nor how the ſimple men andidiot defendeth himſelfe our 
of thy ſnares,when the ſage and wiſe men withall their wiſ- 
dome can ſcarſely ſet their foote ſure on earth, for all that 
the wiſe men know, is little enough ro defend them from 
the wicked. 


He onely paſſeth without trauell the dangers of life, 


which baniſheth from him the thought of the temporall 
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goods of this world. 

The traiterous worlde in no one thing beguileth the 
worldly ſo much as by feeding th m with vaine hope, ſai- 
eng,that they ſhall haue time enough to be yertuous. 

The more the world encreaſcth in yeeres, ſomuch the 
more it is loden with vices. 

The world hath alwais bin in contention, and reſt hath 
alwaics bin baniſhed : for it ſome ſigh for peace, others be 
as deſirous of wars. 

O world for that thou art the world, ſo ſmall is our force, 
and ſo great is our debility,that thou willin git,and we not 
reſiſting it, thou doſt ſwallowe vs'vpin the moſt perilous 
gulte , andin thethornes moſt ſharpe , thou doeſt pricke 


vs,by the priuie waies thou doſtleade vs , and by the moſt 


itonic wates thou caricſt vs,thon bringeſt vs tothe higheſt 


| fauorers,to the end that afterward with a puſh of thy pike 


Burden, 


thou mighteſt ouerthrow vs. 
Whar,Ithink I haue ſomwhatin the world, I finde that 


all 
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Pretic ſatengsin commonplaces, $5 

all that I haue is but a burthen, | 

I haue prooucd all the vices of the worlde for no other ,y,,ou; 
intent but to prooue if there be anic thing wherein mens vices. | 
malice might be ſatisfied; and in proouing I finde, that 
the morel eate the more hunger; the more I drinke the 
greater I tnirſt; the more I reſt the more I am broken ; the 
more 1 ſleepe the more drowlie Iam; the morelI haue, the 
more I couer; the more I deſire the more I am tormenred; 
the more I procure the leſſe I obtaine; finally, Incuer had 
ſo great paine through want, but atterward I had more 
trouble with exceſle. 


Pretie ſaiengs incommon places. 


) that one ſhould begin toloue,or cnd tion. 
* to hate. 7H 
How much the noble harts do re- A goodna 


ures 


LE2x2B ) ded, for in giuing they becom lords, 
DV LL @and in taking they become flaues. 
The rathnes of youth is reſtrained ,_ . 

K : | caſon ru- 
with the raines of reaſon. leth. 

Although we be wiſe, we leaue not therefore to be men, Frailtic of 
doſt not thou know that all thateuer we learnein our life, 2 
ſuticeth not to goucrne the ileſh in one houre ? 

I am forie to {ce thee calt awaie : anditgreeueth me to Tohim thar 


ſee thee drowned in ſo ſmall a water. _ TO. 
A brother in words,and a coſenin works. Er . 


I reit betweene the ſailes of teare,and anker of hope. 

- Though we praiſe one for valiantnes with the ſword, w > "og 
we will notpraiſe him therefore for exccllencie with the  * * 
penne; although he be excellent with the penne, he is not 
therefore excellent with the toong ; though he hane a 1 
good toong, he is not therefore welllearned; and though 
he be learned, he hath not theretore good renowme; and 

_ though 


F 


> 
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28 _ Pretie faiengs incommonplaces. 
thonghhe haue go od renowme , he is not therefore of a 
good lite; for we are bound to recciue the doctrines of 

_- - many which do write, but weare not bound to follow the 
lives which they lead. 
BE When a father paſleth otit of this preſent life, & leaueth 
_ 46%:wax. behinde him a childe being his heire, they cannot ſaic ro 
eh yoong in him that he dieth; but that he waxeth yoong in his Ghilde, 
ems  bicauſe the childe doth inherite the fleſh, the goods, and 
memorie of the father. | 
Youthlyde- The deſires of yoong men are ſo yariable, that they daily 
vat have new inuentions. 
Teachers Men that read much and worke little; areas bels which 
ana not ior 


qacnorto doſound to callothers, and they themſclues neuer enter 


into the church. 
Ain n0- It is an old ſaieng, that a pretious iuell 1s little regarded, 
g woorth | . 
cotheigno- - When he that hath it knoweth not the yalue of it. 
rant, | | 
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